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Teachings and Buddha Images 


One's light karmic misgivings will dissolve, while heavy ones 
lighten. 


One will be protected by devas, and be unharmed by natural 
and man-made disasters. 


One will always be free from the suffering of hatred and vengeance. 
One will be unharmed by yaksas, evil spirits and wild beasts. 
One's mind will be at peace, free from harm and nightmares. 
One's complexion will be radiant. 

One will be full of auspicious energy. 


One who practices the Dharma wholeheartedly will have 
adequate living necessities. 


One's family will be harmonious and be blessed with fortune 
and wisdom. 


. One who practices what one preaches will be respected and 


loved by all. 


. One who is dull-minded will gain wisdom. 

. One who is ill will gain health. 

. One who is poor will gain wealth. 

. One who is female will be born male in future lives if one wishes to. 
. One will be free of being reborn in the negative realms. 


. One will be able to help others grow in wisdom and gain great 


merit in doing so. 


. One will always be able to learn Dharma, till one's wisdom and 


spiritual penetrations are fully grown and becomes a Buddha. 
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| The Firm and ; " Empty Space Treasury 
Solid Earth Spirit Bodhisattva 


The Brahman Woman Bright Eyes Holy Moe are rar 
Woman Zz 





The Bodhisattva 
who contemplates 
The sound of the world 
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Universal 
Expansive 
Bodhisattva ¥ 
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Heavenly King 
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The King The Human King 






| Ghost King Poisonless The Arhat 
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At the palace of Trayastrimsa Heaven Sukyamuni 
Buddha spoke the Dharma for his mother. 

















There are thirty-three palaces at The 
Ra Trayastrimsa heaven. In the middle 
there is The City of Good View. The 
Heavenly God Sakya is dwelling in it. 
Sakya is The Heavenly King in The 
4 Trayastrimsa Heaven. His name is 
= Sakra Indra. He is also known as 
Heavenly God of Sakya. He is one of 
the great Dharma Protectors in 
m Buddhism. He is The Great Jade 
Emperor who is worshipped by the 


SSL \} ‘a people in the Human Realm, 
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At the palace of Trayastrimsa Heaven,Sakyamunl 
Buddha spoke the Dharma for his mother, 

The Palace of Trayastrimsa is at the summit of 
Mount Sumeru. It is the same place as the Thirty- 
Three Heavens, which are known by us. 


According to the Sutra of The Buddha, Mount a 

Sumeru Is the centre of a small world system. In 

the middle of Mount Sumeru, there dwell The Four aT 
Heavenly Kings, Surrounding Mount Sumeru, there > nie peel 


are eight hills and eight seas and the Iron Ring 
Mountain. Mount Sumeru is eight million yojanas 
above the sea-level, The bottom of Mount 
Sumeru is also eight million yojanas 
below the sea-level, 

(Everyone one yojanas is equivalent to 
forty miles.) 


ALA 3 
On that day, Sakyamuni Buddha Bete Yeo: 


was going to speak The Dharma for 
His Mother, The Queen Maya. On 
hearing that, uncountable millions of By 
billions of Buddhas and Great 
Bodhisattvas from innumerable F 
world systems in the ten directions 
all gathered together to listen to The R 
Dharma. Among The Buddhas and 
Bodhisattvas, there were Manjushri ji At 
Bodhisattva, Universal Worthy ry 
Bodhisattva, The Elder of Great Elo- [el 
quence, The Bodhisattva who Con- § 
templates The Sound of The World, 
Empty Sp: :e Store Bodhisattva, 
Earth-Stc / odhisattva, Liberation F 
Bodhisattva, the Bodhisattva of Pri- 
ority in Wealth and others. 
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In voices of praise from 
The Buddhas and 
Bodhisattvas of the ten 
directions, Sakyamuni 
Buddha arrived at The 
Palace of Trayastrimsa 
Heaven. Immediately He 
emitted hundreds of 
thousands of millions of 
billions types of Great Il- 
luminating Light Clouds 
and pronounced all kinds 
of wonderfully subtle 
sounds. 





















In the space of a Ksyana, these hun- 
dreds of thousands of millions of billions 
of Great Illuminating Light Clouds and 
all kinds of wonderfully subtle sounds 
illuminated and shone forth on our Saha 
World Realm and also the different 
world-systems in the ten directions. 
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The Heavens here refer to The Six Heavens of the 
Desire Realm. They are The Heaven of Four Heav- 
enly Kings, Trayastrimsa Heaven, Suyama 
Heaven, Tushita Heaven, The Transformation of 
Bliss Heaven, The Heaven of Comfort gained 
through Transformation of others' Bliss. There 
are three Heavens in the first Dhana. They are 
The Heaven of The Multitude of Brahmans, The 
Heaven of The Minister of Brahmans, The Heaven 


The people in the Saha 
World Realm and the un- 
countable and innumer- 
able Heavenly Beings in 
the worlds In the ten di- 
rections, the multitudes 
of Dragons, ghosts and 
spirits were indeed sur- 
prised to see such 
great illumina- 






of Great Brahman Lord. In the second Dhana, there are 
three Heavens known as The Heaven of Lesser Light, 
The Heaven of Limitless Light and The Heaven of Light 
Sound, 

In the Third Dhana, there are three Heavens 
known as The Heaven of Lesser Purity, The Heaven of 
Innumerable Purity and The Heaven of Universal Purity. 

In the fourth Dhana, there are the nine Heavens 
which are known as The Birth of Blessing Heaven, The 
Love of Blessing Heaven, The Abundant Fruit Heaven, 
The No. -Thought Heaven, The No -Affliction Heaven, 
The No - Heat Heaven, The Good View Heaven, The 
Good Manifestation Heaven and The Ultimate Form 
Heaven, 

The above Eighteen levels of Heavens are known 
as The Heavens of Form Realm. From The Heaven of 
Form Realm and going further up, there are Mahesvara 
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Heaven and The Heaven of The Dwelling of Nei- _ to the Palace of Trayastrimsa Heaven. 

ther Thought nor Non-Thought (The Dwelling of 7 seit gh cognate eats - 
imitless Empty S H , The Dwelling of _ ings are those people who had cultivated all kinds 

ritideetecg'y Share Fever, The Quaiing 0 of good roots in the Human Realms and thus they 

were able to get the good rewards of being born in 

the Heaven Realm. 


Limitless Consciousness Heaven, The Dwelling of 
Nothing Whatsover Heaven. These four Heavens 
are known.as "The Heaven of Non Form Realm". 
The Heavenly Beings on these Heavens 
and also the Multitude of dragons, ghosts and spir- 
its who were led by The Heavenly Gods, all came 


There were also 
spirits from other 
Buddhalands and those 
from our Saha World, 
who came and as- 
sembled together. 
These spirits were sea 
spirits, river spirits, 
stream spirits, tree spir- 
its, mountain spirits, 
earth spirits, brook and 
marsh spirits, sprout 
and seeding spirits, day 
spirits, night spirits, 
space spirits, heaven 
spirits, food and drink 
spirits, grass and wood 
spirits and many other 
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Yama Kings from the ten 
halls of hells, They came to- 
gether with all the great ghost 
kings from all the world 
realms. They were the Evil- 
Eyed Ghost King, the Blood- 
Eating Ghost King, The Es- 
sence and Energy Eating 
Ghost King, the womb and 
Egg Eating Ghost King, the 
sickness spreading Ghost 
King, the Poison Gathering 
Ghost King, the Kind Hearted 
Ghost King, the Blessing and 
Profit Ghost King, the Great 
Love and Respect Ghost 
King and others who also 
assembled together. 


| 
And also present were the 
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“God indeed 


good Indeed!" 
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“World Honoured One, 
even if | were to measure 
and reckon with my spiri- 
tual penetration for a 
thousand aeons, | would 
still be unable to calculate 









Manjushri Bodhisattva is 
the Leader of  allf 
Bodhisattvas. He is also 
the Bodhisattva who is en- }\\ 
dowed with great wisdom. \\ 
The Buddha is The 
Dharma King. Manjushri 
Bodhisattva is The 
Dharma Prince who Is go- 
ing to attain Buddhahood 
soon, 
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. ; “Even if! use my Buddha 
From aeons of uncountable number until now, 

these living beings have been crossed over, are Eyes to regard them, | am 
being crossed over, will be crossed over, have still unable to finish 
been brought to accomplishment, are being counting them as their 
brought to accomplishment, and will be brought . number is still inexhaust- 
to accomplishment by Earth Store Bodhisattva. ible. 
That Is why the number Is indeed inexhaust- 
ible. 















| have cultivated all 4 
kinds of good roots 
throughout many ae- 
ons, And | have al- 
ready certified to un- 
obstructed wisdom. 
So. after hearing what 
The Buddha has said, 
| am able to accept it 













Manlusht Bodhisattva had Ss 
already acomplished Bud- 
dhahood In uncountable, In- 
numerable Kalpas ago. He 
is known as The Unsur- 
passed Honourable King of 
Dragon Seed Buddha, Now 
He Is known as The Buddha 
of One's own stores of Ac- 
cumulated Treasure. In the 
future He will be known as 
The Buddha of Pervasive 


“But those who cultivate the small fruition, 
who listen to small Vehicle Dharma and who 
are unable to hear the Big Vehicle Dharma, 














and also the Gods, dragons 
Appearance. Becau: \ ' 
the past Buddha of ra pede and Eight-Fold Divisiqns, as 
periods of time, It Is no won- well as other living beings In 
der that He can immediately future wee , 


accept the Teaching of The 
Buddha. 


“Even though they may have heard the pa 
and actual words of The Thus Come One, they 

will still harbour doubts in their mind. Even 
though they may believe and accept the Dharma 
temporarily, after some time, they may give rise 

to doubts, disbelieve and slander it. They will 
create the sinful karma of slandering." 


[Fx 
GUUZA, 


Store Bodhisattva, the work that He 


the vows that He had made while He was 


vating the Path and hence enabled him to ac- 


, " 
complish such an inconceivable task. 


"Indeed, | will. For example, just like 
all the grass, trees, forests, rice grains 
and sesame seeds, bamboo and 
reeds, mountain rocks and motes of 
dust and others, by analogy, everyone 
of these Is to become a Ganges River. 
And every grain of sands in every 
Ganges River is to becorme a Great 
Thousand World System. And let's 
say that every mote of dust in every 
one of the Great Thousand World Sys- 
tem is to be treated as an aeon 
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"The length of time when 
Earth Store Bodhisattva 
attained and certified to 
The fruition position of The 
Ten Grounds is more than 
a thousand times the aeons 
that | have just mentioned. W(f 


"Much longer was the time 
when” Earth Store 
Bodhisattva dwelt in the 
Small Vehicle, listened to 
the teaching of Dharma by 
The Buddha and culti- 
vated the Way." 


“If the good men and good women i “ 

future ice the name of this Boditeniva, be sake Manjushei! The aiesome 

are able to praise Him, regard and make obei- Spiritual penetration and the 

sance to Him, or call upon His Name, or make Vows which had been made by 

offerings to Him with incense, fresh flowers this Bodhisattva are inconceiv- 
able." 








“Or there are people who are able to 
carve the image of Earth Store 
Bodhisattva by using gold, silver cop- 
per, iron, wood, stones, or draw and 
colour His image, such people will be 
born in the Heavens of Thirth-three to 
enjoy blessings and rewards. Besides 
they will never fall into the The three 
Evil Paths of-Hells, Hungry Ghost and 
animals." 


Se 


"Do you know that un- 
countable and innumerable 
number of aeons ago, Earth 
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man who prac- 
tises good and 
lofty conduct. 
He Is either the 
High Rank Of- 
ficer or a mem- 
ber of the Royal 
Family who is 
respected by 
all. 


es 

$ 

THE MAGNIFICENT VOWS OF EARTH 
STORE BODHISATTVA 


“If you wish to perfect such 
a body, then you must vow 
to practise the Bodhisattva 
Path throughout long aeons 
in order to liberate and 
cross over all living beings 
who are undergoing suffer- 


_ Ings. 


At that time 
there was a Bud- 
dha. His name 
was The Lion 
Sprint Complete 
in Ten Thousand 
Practices Thus 
Come One. 


A: : 


"World Honoured One, may | know 
what kinds of merits and virtues 
have The Thus Come One culti- 
vated and what vows have The 
Thus Come One made in order to 
attain an appearance adomed with 
a thousand blessings?" 
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“Good indeed! | vow that from now until 
the time of infinity in the future, through- 
out uncountable lengths of time. | vow to 
establish many expedient skills-in-means 
for the sake of all sinful beings who are 
suffering in the six paths, so that they will 
be liberated from their sinful karma and 
cross the sea of sufferings. Only then will 
| attain Buddhahood." 


“From the time the Elder's son who had made 


“More over, in unspeakable thou- 
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sands of millions of billions number 
of aeons ago, there was a Buddha 
whose name was The Accomplish- 
ment of All Wisdom Thus Come One. 
Before He left the homelife, He was 
small King in a country i 


such a great vow before The Lion Sprint 
Complete with Ten Thousand Practices Thus 
Come One until now, throughout unspeak- 
able hundreds of thoysands of millions of 
billions of Nayuta number of aeons; He is 
Still a Bodhisattva who refuses to attain Bud- 
dhahood. For he still remains as Earth Store 
Bodhisattva who vows to pervasively cross 
over the sentient beings.” 





The surrounding of 

the country was ¥ 
, peaceful and the J 
b people live in har- 


"Wah! la-lal 
This is a blissgful 
pure land. This is 
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"| also want to 
join the run-. 
ning race!" 


"Hello! Please YZ 
wait for me! | 
also want to 
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"Oh! Mine! 
| am really 


A "That's right! 
My father also 


I\ said so." 
a 
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» home to eat dinner." 


"Oh dear! The sun is 
going down. Let's go 


“He! He! Hal 
Hal inc. m 


iba 





"My father said that our country is 


really good. It is because we have “La wee LA oe 
a humane, kind and wise King. He las.codl@iccsse 
always thinks on how to benefit His 
people. That is why we can live hap- 
pily." 
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"My brother, the 
Humane King! 
Look! Your 
people are so 
happy. Just listen 
to the songs and 
laughter of the 
children, | know 
that they are really 
blessed to be bom 
in your country." 


“My brother! The 
Wise King! So are 
your people They are 
also full of bless- 
ings and happi- 

! 
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“The people in our neighbouring 
country are lacking of the Teaching 
and guidance of the Proper Path. 
They often practise foulness! They 
practise killing, stealing, sexual mis- 
conduct, cheating and bullying 
among their people. Then they run 
to my country." 


"Yes! | also pay attention 
to such living beings. and 
observe them all these 
while . Most of them can- 
not differentiate right from 
wrong. Their mind is filled 
with greed and they do not 
believe in cause and effect. 
They do not realize the suf- 
fering from the retribution 
of evil karma. So they of- 
ten commit the ten evil 


“Then we must have a great plan in 
order to transform them. we should 
teach them the proper paths, causal 
condition, the fruition of rewards and. 
the retribution of revolving on the six 
paths. If they were not taught, then 
they will suffer for committing all 

evil deeds." : 


"It's true! 


“| always lecture these evil 
men who are unkind and 
with no goodness. Then | 
send them back to their 
country so that they will be 
able to repentin front of their 


6, 


Now | vow that | will 


attain Buddhahood soon. With 
limitless virtues and wisdom, | 
will be born in the world so as to 
transform and cross over these 
sentient beings." 
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“The Humane King who 
vowed to first cross over 
all the living beings before 
His certification to Bud- 
dhahood is Earth Store 
Bodhisattva." 


"| also vow that if | am unable to bring 
across all sinful sentient beings, unable 
to help them to walk the proper path 
and attain calm and blissful state, to be 
complete with blessings and wisdom, 
then | will not attain Buddhahood." 


“The Wise King who 
vowed to quickly attain 
Buddhahood is known as 
‘The Accomplishment of 
All Wisdom Thus Come 
One'." 


“Again, in the 
past Innumer- 
able 

Asamkhyeya 
Kalpas there 


ago, 
was a Buddha 
who came to the 
world. He was 
known as The 
Pure Lotus Eyes 
Thus Come One.* 











An Arhat car- 
ties his bowl to 
ask for food while 
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“During the Dharma Image Period 
of The Pure Lotus Eyes Thus Come 
One, there was an Arhat who had 
cultivated blessings and virtues in 

order to cross over sentient be- 


“Venerable © 

Dharma Master, 

. lease come to my 
rugiae Goce and accept 


Buddha. 


Thank you. my offering of 





"After the passing 
away of my mother, | 
have donated money 
to cultivate blessings 
on her behalf and 


hope to cross her 
over. But! don't know 
the where abouts of 
my mother. On what 


“OK! That's 
enough! | am re- 
ally full! Thank 


“Well, let 
me try to 
contem- 
plate for 
you," 


Venerable 
Master, 
won't you 
eat a little 
more?* 


“Amitabha Bud- 
dha. The Donor 
looks worried. ({s 
there anything | 


"Oh! You 
are thinking 
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"The Venerable 
One, did you 


see 
mother?" 


my 


een dear! What 
mew deeds did your 


mother do when 
she was alive? 
Now she has fallen 


into the evil paths 
and undergoing 
severe pain." 


"My mother had a bad 
habit. She enjoyed 
eating the roe of the 
fish, turtles and the like. 
If |were to count them, 
| am afraid the number 
of lives she had killed 
is more than thou- 
sands of millions of 
times." 





"After the passing 
away of my mother, | 
have donated money 
to cultivate blessings 
on her behalf and 


hope to cross her 
over. But! don't know 
the where abouts of 
my mother. On what 


"OK! That's 
enough! | am re- 
ally full! Thank 


“Well, let 
me try to 
contem- 
plate for 


“Please, 
Venerable 
Master, 
won't you 
eat a little 
more?* 


“Amitabha Bud- 
dha. The Donor 
looks worried. {s 
there anything | 


"Oh! You 
are thinking 
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"The Venerable 
One, did you 
see my 
mother?" 


eee dear! What 
ww deeds did your 


mother do when 
she was alive? 
Now she has fallen 


into the evil paths 
and undergoing 
severe pain." 


“My mother had a bad 
habit. She enjoyed 
eating the roe of the 
fish, turtles and the like. 
If |were to count them, 
lam afraid the number 
of lives she had killed 
is more than thou- 
sands of millions of 
times." 





“You can bring forth a pure "The Venerable One, 


and sincete mind and be 3 C please be kind and 
mindful of The Name of 5 i compassionate to me. 


The Pure Lotus Eyes Thus PI h h 
Come One. Also you can lease teach me how to 


carve and paint The Image BD save my mother so that 
of The Buddha and make Ve she will be liberated | 


offerings to Him. By doing Vy 3 i 
so, both the living and from the Evil Paths. 


dead will obtain benefit." 


“Thank you. 
Venerable, for 
your kind and 
compassion- 
ate instruc- 


And then Bright 
Eyes renounced all 
her jewellery of gold 
and jade and em- 
ployed a craftmen 
to carve and draw 
the Buddha's Im- 
age. She made of- 
ferings to The Bud- 


Ai] be oie aN M “aie 
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Everyday Bright 
Eyes would make 
obeisance sin- 
cerely before The 
Buddha. Besides 
she continued to 
be mindful of The 
Name of The Bud- 
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“Na Mwo Pure 
Lotus Eyes Thus 
Come One, Na 
Mwo Pure Lotus 
Eyes Thus Come 





"She can get her 
release from the 
evil paths all be- 
cause of your sin- 
cerity and filial pi- 
ety," 


"Buddha! 
Buddha 


i{/ "After not too 


long, your mother 
will be born in 
your own house- 
hold. As soon as 
she can know 
hunger, she will 
be able to speak." 
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After a few days, the "Mother is Y 







maid servant finally going to 
gave birth to a son. be born in 
On the second day my house! 






Born in my 






of delivery, Bright 
Eyes visited f 







"That's right! 
The maid in 
my house is 
pregnant for 
ten months, 
She is going 
to deliver 
A soon. Could 

it be her?" 
















"You should 
take more food 
so that you can 
have enough 
milk for the 
baby. Please 
take good care 
of him. Don't let 
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"Mother, 
indeed, 
this is my 
mother!" 


"lam able to be born as a hu- 
man being all because of 
the strength of your 
blessings. But! can 

only live for thirteen 


“After the present 
lifespan, | will fall 
into the hells 
again. Do you 
have any ways to 
help me to eradi- 
cate my sinful 
Karma forever?" 


"As you are my mother, 
you should know of 
your own past offences. 
What sinful karma did 
you do that brougt you 
down into the Evil 
Paths?" 


“The creation of karma in one's 

life time, the causes and con- 

ditions, rewards and retribution 

are indeed done and experi- 

enced by one, No one can re- 

ally take our place! Ow .....ow 
OW ....." 


"My prelife is your mother. 
Since separation from you, 
| have been in the dark 
realm. | have been in the 
great hells many times." 





34 





“If it is not for 
you who culti- 
vated blessings 


on my behalf, | 
will still be un- 
able to get a re- 
lease from such 
sufferings. My 
karma is so 
heavy that | will 
never even be 
liberated." 


MM 
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"The sufferings in the hells 
are unberable even just to rT 


mention them. If | were to i 
speak of them, | will still be J 
unable to finish describ- 

ing them through one 

hundred years, ora 

thousand years, 


from falling 
into the 
Evil Paths!" 


~ ORL ae 


“Ow .... OWL... 
undergo such 
retribution be- 
cause of the sin- 
ful karma of kill- 
ing, slandering 
and_ scolding 








"Can you please 
tell me the condi- 
tions of the 
hells?" 


May my mother be eter- 
nally liberated from the suf- 
ferings in the hells. And af- 
ter thirteen years of her 
present lifespan, may she be 
free from all heavy offences." 4 


“The Bud- 
dhas of the 
Ten Direc- 
tions, please 
be compas- 
sionate and 
take pity on 
me. Do lis- 
ten to my 
great and 


yy deep vows." 
< 


"If my mother is able to for- 
ever be liberated from the 
three Evil Paths, and leave 
the lower realms and never 
be born in the body of a 
woman, in.the future kalpas 


"Today, before the image 
" Xi of The Pure-Lotus Eyes 
pt let ee ‘ Thus Come One, | vow that 
caaliitiiallc and J in the future, throughout 
Heetend Bitichas . hundreds of thousands of 
4 ‘ millions of billions of 
will | peeaiis a kalpas, | vow to help, re- 
, uddha, 4 5 lieve and rescue all offend- 
: ers who are undergoing 
retribution in the realms of 
hells, hundry ghost and 
animals in all the world 

systems." 
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“After that, she will be born in 
the land of No Worries, with 
limitless lifespan. After that 
she will accomplish Buddha- 
hood and cross over as many 
gods and people as there are 
sands in the Ganges River." 


“| truly ap- 
preciate 
the kind- 
ness. of 
The Bud- 
dha." 


“Bright Eyes! You are indeed deeply en- 
dowed with a kind and compassionate heart 
and be able to make such great vows for the 
sake of your mother. Because of this, after 
thirten years of the present retribution, your 
mother will be born in the pure family of a 
Brahman and enjoy a lifespan of one hun- 
dred years." 





“The Mother 
of Bright-Eyes 
is Liberation 
Bodhisattva." 


"Bright Eyes 
herself is 
Earth Store 
Bodhisattva." 


“Again, in inconceiv- 
able kalpas ago, 
there was a Buddha 
whose Name was 
The Thus Come One 
Enlightenment Flower 
Samadhi Self-Suffi- 
cient King." 


"The Arhat 
who had 
transformed 
Bright Eyes 
is Inex- 
haustible- 
Intention 
Bodhisattva." 








The Lifespan of The 
Thus Come One En- 
lightenment Flower 
Samadhi Self-Sufficient 
King was Four hundred 
thousand millions ef bil- 
lions A samkhyeya 
kalpas. During the 
Dharma Semblance 
Age, there was a Brah- 
man woman. 





After the Brah- 
man woman's 
mother had 
Passed away, 
she sold her 
house and prop- 
erty to practise 
good deeds by 
buying all kinds 
of fragrant in- 
cense, flowers 
and all items as 
offering before 
The Buddhas in 
all temples and 
pagodas. 




















One day, she 
came to a 
temple and 
gazed respect- 
fully with a mind 
of good faith at 
the well-adorned 
image of The 
Thus Come One 
Enlightenment 
Flower Samadhi 
Self-Sufficient 
King. 







"Oh! Buddha! You are 
the greatly Enlightened 
One who is complete 
with all wisdom. You 
certainly know the 
whereabouts of the soul 
of my mother," 
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The Brahman 
woman who was 
replete with 
much merits from 
former lives was 
respected by ev- 
eryone, Besides 
there were many 
Gods who sur- 
rounded and pro- 
tected her. That 
is why she was 
known as The 
Holy Lady. 
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“Lam the one whom you 
behold and worship, the 
past Enlightenment - 
Flower Samadhi Self-Suffi- 
cient Thus Come One. Be- 
cause | have seen that your 
tegard for your mother is 


‘ double that of ordinary be- 


ings, so | come to tell you." 


"Oh, Holy Woman who is 
replete with filial piety! Please 

do not be so sorrowful. | will now 
tell you the whereabouts of your 


mother!" 


“Oh! From 
where does 
the divine 
voice of great 
kindness and 
virtue come to 
comfort my 


“From the day my mother 
passed away till now, | have 
held her in my memory day 
and night. But there is no 
where for me to ask about 
the realm of her rebirth." 











“May The Kind 
and Compas- 
sionate Bud- 
dha have pity 
onme. Please 
tell me quickly 
the realm of 
rebirth for my 
mother." 


"Because | feel 
that my body 
and mind will 
soon die," 


“After you have made obeisance 
and offerings to The Buddha, do 
gratitude 4 : go home earlier. Sit upright and 
to The be mindful of my Name. Then you 
Buddha!" | will be able to know the realm of 


retribution for your mother." 


4 antiiN 
re CR ar i 
pe a Sa 
a 


— 
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mindful of 
the Name 
of The 
Buddhas 
for one 
day and 
one night. 


"The Enlight- 
enment Flower 
Samadhi Self- 
Sufficient King 
Thus Come 


"EE! This 
looks like 
the sea- 


"The Enlightenment 
Flower Samadhi Self- 
Sufficient king Thus 
Come One, The En- 
lightenment Flower 
Samadhi Self-Suffi- 
cient King Thus 
Come One i 


So, the Brah- 
man woman 
returned 
home. She 
sat upright 
and recol- 
lected her 


thoughts to ~ 


be mindful of 


"The Enlight- 
enment Flower 
Samadhi Self- 
Sufficient King 
Thus Come 
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"Oh dear! So 
many people are 
floating and 
sinking in the 


These hor- 
rible beasts 
have bodies 
made from 
iron!" 


” "The sea 
water 
looks as 
though it 
is boiling." 





The Buddha said, 
"When the mind is 
pure, the Land is 
pure. The evil 
minded people will 
bring onto them- 
selves the evil 
Karma of being born 
in the hells." 


indeed! good in- 
deed! Why have 
the Bodhisattva 
come here?" 


The En- 
lightenment 
Flower 
Samadhi 
Self-Suffi- 
cient Thus 
Come One 








"May | know 
what place 
this is?" 


| There is a mountain 


outside the saltish [V 
sea. This is the ® 


Great Iron King 
Mountain. 
are water every 
where surrounding 


the mountains. The P 


first level of sea is 
within here. In re- 
ality, Hells are the 
formation of a false 
j thinking mind. 
People in the world 
perform evil deeds 
with their bodies, 


practise foul mouth § 


and harsh speech 
and constantly give 
rise to evil mindful- 
ness. Because of 
the accumulation 


of such evil|* 


karmas, Hells 
come forth with the 
true experience of 
‘tortures and suffer- 
ings. 


There # 


“Oh! Do 
forgive 
my impo- 
liteness," 


"| heard that there are 
hells within the Great 
Iron Ring Mountain. Is 
this really so?" 


first level of 
sea on the 
Wester Side 
of The Great 
Iron Ring 
Mountain." 


"lam the 
Poisonless 
Ghost 
King." 


"The hells are re- 
ally here! Now 
you are looking at 
one of those 





"Why is the sea water seeth- 
ing? Why are there so many 
criminals who are undergoing 
tortures? And why are there 
so many evil beasts and 
yaksas?" 


"No one can come 
here unless he is re- 
plete with awesome 
power of spiritual 
penetration or he is 


led here by the 
strength of his 


“These are newly dead beings of 
Jambudvipa who have created evil 
deeds and who, during the first 
forty-nine days after their death, 
did not have any sons, daughters 
or relatives to perform all merits 
and virtues on their behalf so as to 
rescue them from suffering." 


"When they were alive, they did not 
perform any good deeds. So, in ac- 
cordance to the evil karma which had 
been created by them in the world, they 
have to face the retribuiton in hells. 
Naturally they will have to cross this sea 


‘About ten million 
yojanas on the East- 
ern side of this sea, 
there is yet another 
level of sea (four hun- 
dred million miles) 
where the suffering is ~ 
double the suffering of 


































exe 


On going further to the Eastern 
direction, there is another level of 
sea where the suffering is double 
again. These three levels of seas 
are the retribution which came 
forth from the three karma of evil 
causes. Altogether they are 
known as the seas of Karma. 






Jumbudvipa is the King 
of a giant tree with a 
circumference of seven 
yojanas. Its height is 
one hundred yojonas. 
The branches and 
leaves extend to a cir- 
cumference of fifty 
yojanas. The world 
that we are living now 
is known as Southern 
Jumbudvipa. It is also 
named after the giant 
tree, or the world of 
Jambudvipa. 














The three karma of evil 
causes is created by 
men. So, we people 
have to pay special at- 
tention to them. 
What is meant by 
the three karma? 
Please refer to 
the chart on the 
next page. 


MIND’ KARMA 


The three types of 
sinful karma 
which are created 
by the mind. 









EDS 


To always be greedy 
for money and never 
Feel Satisfied. 

ae 


> 






i 


Always get angry eas- 
ily and regard others 
with fierce composure. 


Do not have faith in the 
Proper Buddha Dharma 
but believe in external 
evil talks. 





THE THREE KARMA 
OF EVIL CAUSES 





The four types of 
evil karma which 
are created by 
our mouth. 



















cuss and 
talk about 
women 
by using 
dirty 
words 
and foul 
language. 














It means 
to dis- 
cuss 
and in- 
terfere 
with the 
right and 
wrong of 
others. 


To use f 
foul or 
harsh lan- 
guage, or 
evil words 
to accuse 
and scold 
others. 

















BODILY KAKMA 


The three evil 
deeds which are 
created by the 
wrong actions of 
our body. 





















Ce 
— oats 1 
On the strict basis, we 
should not even kill small 
insects such as mosquitoes 
and fleas. 


meni 





iT 
Stealing 


} 


We should not take even a strand 
of grass without the permission 
of the owner. If we take things 
without telling, it is equivalent to 
the action of a thief or robber. 








Except with one's wife, a 
man should not have 
sexual activities with 
other women. 
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There are hun- 
dreds of thou- 
sands of great 
hells within the 
three seas, 


Where are 
the Hells? 


There are also 
hundreds_ of 
thousands of 
small hells which 
are filled with 
acute sufferings, 


“Oh! My mother held devient views, ridi- 
culed and slandered The Triple Jewel- 
The Buddha , The Dharma and The 
Sangha. | always tried to explain the 
proper path of The Triple Jewels to her, 
She would just believe for a while. But 
after sometime, she would lose her 


Because of the three karma of the body, 
mouth and mind, the living beings create 
the ten evil deeds, From the bad causes, 
there come forth the three levels of acute 
sufferings In the seas of Karma and also 
all kinds of hells, Indeed the bad karma of 
@ man will follow him wherever he goes. 
And he alone will have to undergo the ex- 


treme tortures, 


"Oh! When the 
Bodhisattva's 
mether was 
alive, what were 
her habitual 


deeds?" 


There are eigh- 
teen levels of 
Great Hells which 
are filled with 
acute sufferings, 
There are also five 
hundred second- 
ary Hells. No one 
is able to fully de- 
scribe the suffer- 
ings there. 


"My mother 
has just passed 
away. | do not 
know which 
evil path her 





"My parents 
were both 
Brahmans. My 
father's name 
was Shila 
Sudarshana. 
My mother's 
name was 
Yueh Ti Li." 


"The offence-laden woman Yueh Ti Li 
was born in the heaven three days ago. 
It is said that she received the benefit 
of the meritorious deeds and the bless- 
ings cultivated by her filial child, who 
for her mother's sake, practised giv- 
ing at the stupas and temples of En- 
lightenment Flower Samadhi Self- 
Mastery Thus Come One." 


"l will take 


“Thank you 
my leave 


for your 
guidance, now." 
Ghost 

King." 


" On that day, 
Bodhisattva's mo 


“What was 
the name of 
Bodhisativa's 


mother?" 


"Good indeed, may 
the Holy One please 
return to your original 
dwelling. Do not be 
_. Worried or sorrowful." 


not only the 
ther obtained lib- 
eration from the hell, even those 
offenders who were suffering at bi 
Uninterrupted Hell also obtaine' 
happiness and were born together 
with her in the heaven. 
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Fe WN SET 
“My gratitude = W \° ‘ l I 
toThe Enlight- ‘ J { 
enment Flower ‘ 
Samdhi Self- 
Sufficient King 
Thus Come 
One. Mother 
has been born 
in the heaven 


"Until the Future Kalpas, may 

| use all kinds of expedient And again she 
skills-in-means to save the of- went before The 
fenders so that they will be lib- ~ Enlightenment 


: Flower Samadh 
erated from sufferings and at- Self Saitictent 
tain bliss." 


King Thus Come 


The Ghost 
Keil int sg 
Poisonless 
is now the 
present 
Bodhisattva 
who is 
Formost in 
Wealth. 





The Brahman 
woman is now 
Earth Store 
Bodhisattva. 


Throughout Successive Lives Earth Store 
Bodhisattva Vows To Cross Over Living Beings 


“Holy One! How are the cir- 
cumstances of the living be- 
ings in the ten directions who 
have created different 
karmas and the retribution 
that they have to undergo? 











"| hope to listen to you J “Among the thousands of millions of world sys- 
ivy i Z tems and the thousands of millions of Land, helis 
about the living beings ly are to be found in some of the worlds but not in 
in Jambudvipa who other worlds, In those Lands, some are with 
have created sinful peti ialiord nated kali! ak There 
j fs is Buddha Dharma in some worlds while others 
karma and the retribu- are without Buddha Dharma. And also there 
tion of the evil paths." are those worlds with only Sound Hearers and 
Pratyeka Buddha. Everyone of the Lands is dif- 
ferent in the retribution of Hellish offences. Be- 
cause of the different strength of karma of the 
living beings in those different world systems, | 

am indeed unable to speak fully about them!" 


“| hope the Holly Mother \ 
will listen carefully, Let me 


i talk about them generally." 
Ls 


The name of 
sinful retribution 
of the Southern 
Jambudvipa are 


7 \_as follows. 
eis aS es 


Gi 





And if there are those 
living beings who shed 
The Buddha's Blood, 
destroy the images of 
The Buddha, slander 
The Triple Jewels and 
are not respectful to- 
wards The Sutra. 


If there are 
living beings 
who are not 
filial to their 
Parents, who 
even kill or 
harm their 


- parents. 


Or if there are liv- 
ing beings who 
attack and de- 
Stroy the temples 
and Vihara of the 
Sangha Assem- 
bly, who bully the 
monks and nuns, 
who rape and kill 
the monks and 
nuns, the virgins, 
widows or who 
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those living be- 
ings who wish to 
get things without 
hard work. They 
take things with- 
out permission 
and steal money, 
grains, clothings 
and all kinds of 
Jewels from the 
temple or other 
beings. 


And there are 


Or there are left home people who’: 

act as though they are monks and 
nuns, but do not cultivate pre- 
cepts, samadhi and wisdom, and 
their six roots are not pure; they 
go against and destroy the pre- 
cepts and rules of the temples; 
They steal or waste the food or 
things of the temple and lie to the 
lay people who have supported 
them; And there are those who 
cheat lots of wealth from the lay 
people by using the name of The 















These people just 
mentioned have 
created such sinful 
karma and finally 
they all will fall into 
the Uninterrupted 
Hell. Even after 


thousands of mil- 
lions of billions of 
years, they will still ° 
be unable to get a 
release from the 
evil bounds. 







"There are eigh- yy "All the 

teen Great 4 hells are 

Hells, five hun- situated 

dred Secondary pst within 

Hells. And there BREA the great 

are hundreds of Ke \ ren) Iron Ring 

thousands of SS — wey Moun- 

smaller hells. a 

Everyone of 

them have dif- : fide 

ferent names." r. ; Uplel F “Why is it 

: known as 

The Uninter- 
rupted Heil?" 


"The walls of the Un-inter- 
rupted Hell are purely made 
from iron which rise to a 
height of one million miles, 
There is fire on top of the 
walls, Every hell is jolned 
to each other but the names 
are different." 


"There is a special 
Hell with the length of 
Walls about one mil- 
lion and eight thou- 
sand miles and the 
height is one thou- 
sand miles, It is sur- 
rounded by iron wails. 
The top and bottom of 
the hell are filled with 
fire, The iron snake, 
iron dogs run up and 
down swiftly." 








“There is a heated bed In the hell, 
It pervasively covers ten thousand 
miles. An offender finds himself 
fully occupy the whole bed. If there 
are a thousand of offenders, ev- 
eryone of therm will find himself fully 
occuping the whole bed," 


“Also there are 
thousands ot 


hundreds of . 


Yakshas and 
ghosts who 
punish the of- 
fenders un- 
ceasingly." 





\ 


"Oh!" } g 


"| now give a geners! de- 
scription’ of tha Uninter- 
rupted Hell. If | were to 
speak in details about 
the weapons which are 
used during punish- 
ment. ard the c'farert 
kinds of acute suifynne 
lar afraia cvs! ce 
to speak tor one kalpa, | 
will still be unable to fin- 
ish describing them." 


+ 








"Tell them the different names 
of the Hells and the evil retri- 
bution, so that the future living 
beings in the Dharma Ending 
Age will know the retribution 
and rewards in accordance to 
the bad and good karma." 















“Humane Orie, please tell the 
Gods arid Dragons, the Four- 
Fold Ass-molies and all the 
present and future living be- 
ings about the World of Af- 
flictions and the place of their 
retribution for the offenders 
in Jumbudvipa, 





















This Great Being is 
Universal Worthy 
Bodhisattva. He is a 
great Bodhisattva 
like Earth Store 
Bodhisattva. That is 
why they call each 
other 'Humane One’, 





indeed!" 






"Yes, Humane One. | now 
receive the awesome 
strength of The Buddha and 
the strength of the vows of 
Great Beings, will talk gen- 
erally the names of the Hells 
and describe the retributions 
of offences and evil deeds." 
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There is a mountain on the Eastern ‘ 


side of Jumbudvipa which is known 
as The Iron Ring Mountain. This 
mountain is dark and deep with- 
out any light from the sun and 
moon. There is a level of hell known 
as the Ultimately Uninterrupted. 
Another is known as The Great 


‘the names of 
the hells are dif- 
ferant. The tor- 
turing and evil 
retribution are 
also different. 


In the Avici Hell, there 
are iron city, iron 
nettings, seven layers of 
mountains with knives 
and seven layers of for- 
ests of swords. Inside 
there are eighteen lay- 
ers of icy-cold hells. 





The Four Horns 
Hell : The Four 
Walls are made 
of burning iron. 
The fire of iron 
that rains down 
like heavy rain 
burns the of- 
fenders into 


The monk who loves and indulges in 
listening to the performance and sing- 
ing of women, and the worldly people 
who enjoy kiling, chopping the bod- 
ies of the animals, will fall into the Four 


Horns Hell. 
















The Flying Knife Hell 
: The four sides are 
hills of knives. In the 
space there are eight 
hundred million of 
billion of wheels of 
knives that rotate 
and fall to the ground 
just like drops of rain. 
Once they touch the 
bodies of the offend- 
ers, they will be cut 
Into pieces with the 
heads and limbs all 
separated. 






4 Those gangsters 
who enjoy fighting 
and killing people will 
fall Into the Flying 
Knives Hell after they ze, 
have passed away, KK 











The people in the 
world are deluded 
and greedy, They 
are not filial to their 
parents and 
unrespectable to 
their teachers and 
elders. They do not 
listen to the 


In the Rocket 
Hell, there 
are million of 
billion of iron 
arrows, hun- 


cee of the dreds of bil- 
id knowing Ad- 

visers but befriend ea, 
those evil beings. Alsi 
When they pass which aim to 
away, they will en- penetrate the 
ter the Rocket Hell. heart of the 

offenders, 
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"Let's run to YM "| do not want 
de in that. to enter the 







"The back ok Poor AG "An! There is 
lane is also full i, 


of fire!" fire in front! 

















"Oh! Wah!" This is the 
Hell of Squeezing Moun- § 
tains. The accumulation 
of evil karmas will lead one 
to Fall into this hell. 







"Oh Dear! The " 
hills on both 
sides are moving 




























In the 
lron Bed 
Hells, 
the bed 
Is burnt 
to red 
hot. Will 
there 
such a 
one not 
to be 
burnt to 
ashes 
after ly- 
ing on It? 


“In the Hell of Embracing Hot 
Bronze Pillar, the bronze pil- 
lar is burnt to high tempera- 
ture. To embrace it, is not as 
good as embracing a 
woman, is it?" 





































People who In- 
dulge in loving de- 
Sires and sexual 
misconduct, who 
seek for beautiful 
women will fall 
Into the Iron Bed 
Hells and the Em- 
bracing Pillar Hell! 






In the Hell of Thousand Blades, there 
are hundreds of billions of Burning 
Knives and swords on the big bed 
which burn and pierce through the 
body of the offender, People who do 
not act in accord to the advice of the 
Dharma Master, who do not know how 
to repay kindness and make offering 
to the Dharma Masters, who kill the 
relatives, friends, brother and sisters, 
who act unlawfully but are not Shame- 
ful or remorseful, will fall Into this hell. 


In the Iron 
Clothing Hell, 
thousands of 
millions of red 
hotiron sashes 
and clothings 
fall from space 
to wholely en- 
circle and 
wrap up the of- 
fenders. 


The monks who 
enjoy, dressing 
up like the 
worldly people 
instead of wear- 
ing sashes will 
fall into this hell 
after passing 
away, 
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People with 
power who 
abuse the 
common- 
ers, the rich 
men who 
bully the 
poors, will 
fall Into the 
Hell of 
Flowing 
Fire. 











In the Flowing Fire Hell, ev- 
erywhere is full of burning fire. 
The Hellish guards hold the 
red hot iron rod and hit the of- 
fenders' heads. 
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People who catch hold of the living animals 
and throw them into the fire, the heated coals 
and soups, people who rape others' wife and 
daughters, who do not abide according to 
the rules of the world, or those who left the 
homelife but do not keep the precepts will : 
fall into the Burning Feet Hell. } pa 


In the Hell of 
Burning Feet, the 
place where the 
offenders stand Is 
like the burning 
liquid Iron pieces. 
The feet which 
stand on the Iron 
pleces are Imme- 
diately burnt to 
ashes, Gradually 
the whole body 
will sink into It un- 
til the whole body 
ls covered by the 
red hot liquid iron. 





Offenders 
who like to ar- 
gue and are 
full of anger 
will kill each 
other unceas- 


People who 
are greedy, 
jealous, who 
get angry 
easily, will fall 
into the Hell 
of Argument 
and the Hell 
of Much An- 
ger after they 
have passed 
away, 
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People who harm 
others for their 
own benefit, who 
speak harshly, 
who slander the 
good people, 
who praise the 
evil people will 
fall into the Iron 
Hammer Hell. 


In the Hell of Iron 
Hammer, the 
sharp Hammers 
are used to 
chop the waists 
of the offenders. 

































“Oh! We have 
lost such a 
good and out- 
standing man!" 


People 
whose 


In the Hell of 
Crying Out, the 


Be offenders are 
mind is full first thrown 
of cruelty, into a boiling 
who create pot of hot 
all evil soup. Then 
karma, they are again 
who be- thrown into the 
lieve in all a antes oll 

- f and fried eter- 
anor ore en 

: , the offenders 
will receive who have un- 
the retribu- dergone such 
tion in the punishment 
Crying Out cry and 
Hell. scream? 


In the Hell of Pulling 
Tongue, those cultivators 
who slander the True 
Dharma, who twist the 
false dharma so as to 
mislead others who go 
against the precepts but 
are unwilling to repent, 
will have to undergo such 
retribution. 
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In the Hell of Sawing 
Teeth, the offenders is 
being tied straight by 
using black iron rope 
and his body is being 
sawn with a saw, Af- 
ter sawing the bodies, 
again the teeth will be 
sawn. This is because 
these offenders speak 
harshly and commit 
double tongue 
speech. Hence they 
have to undergo such 
retribution. 


Be Ze 2 4: 


ie ipa 


































In the Hell of Flaying 
Skin, the skin of the 
offender is flayed. 
Then his flesh is be- 
ing cut piece by 
piece. This is the 
retribution. for those 
offenders who spe- 
cially involve in 
slaughtering pigs, 
cows, goats, deers 
and other animals, 
or the hunters who —&* 
catch and kill fish, 
birds and others. 


In the Hell of Drinking 
Blood, uncountable 
evil worms bit and 
chew the blood, flesh, 
veins and marrow of 
the offender. This is 
the retribution for those 
who steal and com- 
mit sexual mis- 
conduct. 


In the Hell of Piercing by Hanging Inverted, there is a big iron 
tree which is burning with fire. There are thorns which grow 
fully on the branches. The Hellish Guard pulls the offender 
up the tree. The offender's skin is torn to pieces with the 
flesh revealing throughout the body. This is the retribution 
for a woman who commit sexual misconduct, who bullies 
her husband and who practises casual sex with other men. 
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There are also hells by the names of Iron Carts, 
Iron Ox, Iron Asses, Ploughing Tongues, 
Heads Chopping, Swallowing eyes, Iron Pel- 
lets, Excrement and Urine, Icy-cold, Obtain- 
ing Heart, Fiery Elephants, Fiery Dogs, Fiery 
Horses, Fiery Cows, Fiery Rock, Fiery Beds, 
Fiery Beams, Fire Eagle, Burning Feet, Iron 
Snakes, Fire House, Iron House, Fire Wolves 
and others. The retribution which is experi- 
enced by the offenders is indeed extremely 
cruel. The artist can only show one or two 
parts out of thousands of millions of suffer- 
ings. We create the evil deeds and so we have 
to undergo the retribution. How can people 
in the world not pay special attention to this? 








These hells appear out of the 
karmic strength of the evil be- : / The hells just mentioned also 
ings in the Southern \y Ata consist of one or two, three or 
Jambudvipa K Year four hells until hundreds of 
SY thousands of small hells. 
Their names are each differ- 
ent. 
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“Even fathers and sons who have 
the closest relationship will each 
walk his way in times of retribu- 
tion. No one can really undergo 
the suffering on other's behalf." 


"Humane One! In every Hell, 
there are hundreds of thou- 
sands of utensils which are 
used in the Karmic retribution. 
All of them are made from 
copper, iron, stone and fire. 
These things come forth in 
response to the evil practices. 





"In each of the hells, there are thousands of hundreds 
of acute sufferings. How much more the suffering will 
there be in so many Hells. | can only give a general 


Explanation of the sufferings. If | were to explain in de- 
tails, | would still be unable to finish speaking about 
them, until the end of the kalpa." 
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My dear readers, our astrologers have discovered the innumerable 

- stars that shine brightly in the dark night without clouds. They look 
like a band of silverish stars. They are known as the Milky Way ac- 
cording to the astrologers. 
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The Earth is in the Solar System. It is surrounded 
by the sun and the moon and the planets like Mer- 
cury, Mars, Jupi 


ter, Neptune, Pluto and others. 


east 





According to the scientist, "We do not know how many more Solar 

Systems there are outside our Solar System. And neither do we 

know how many more Milky Ways there are outside our Milky Way. 

“From here, we can deduce that the Universe is limitless. In Octo- 

ber, 1984, the scientists announced that there is another Solar Sys- 
| tem which is fifty billion of Light Years from our Earth. 
























If you read The 
Buddha's Sutras, 
you can see that 
The Buddha al- 
ways give ex- 
amples on The 
Three Thousand 
Great Thousand 
World System in 
order to explain 
the many layered 
worlds in the Uni- 









big is the 

Three Thou- 
sand Great 
Thousand 
World Sys- 


The Buddha said that the World we are dwelling is at the bottom of Mount Sumeru, by the name of 
Southern Jambudvipa. It is known as Nan Tan section Continent, or the World of Affliction. In the 
East is a world called Purva-Videha. In the West is a world called Apara-Godanlya, In the North is a 
world called Uttara kuru. In the waist of Mount Sumeru there are four Lands, which are known as 
follow :golden palace in the East, the siiverish white palace In the West, the lapls-lazull palace In the 
South, the crystal palace in the North. On the Summit of Mount Sumeru Is the Trayastrimsa Heaven. 
The gathering of all these lands Is known as a small Sumeru World with one sun and one moon. 
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The four lands are controlled by The Four Great Heavenly King. Those people in 
the world who are able to cultivate giving, to abstain from killing, who love to 
listen to Tne Buddha Dharma, who are filial to their parents, who make offerings 
to the good people, will be born in this layer of Heaven after they have passed 
away from the World. The length of a day and night is equivalent to fifty years in 
the Human Realm. Those who are born in this Heaven will attain a lifespan of 
five hundred years. 


The duty of The Four Heavenly Kings is to take good care of The 
Four Great Lands at the bottom of Mount Sumeru. They are the 
kind hearted heavenly beings who give protection to the Buddha 
Dharma. They are endowed with wide and deep spiritual pow- 
ers. That is why they are being worshipped in most of the temples. 
Below is the introduction of The Four Heavenly Kings. 













The Heavenly 
King by the 
name He Who 
Upholds His 
Country or 
Dhartarastra 
in’ Sanskrit 
dwells in the 
Golden Pal- 
ace. Heis the 
leader of 
Gandharvas 
and Pi-She- 
Zhe spiritual 
troops. He 
takes care 
and protects 
the Lands on 
the Eastern 
Direction. 
Because He 
upholds the © 
country and 
takes care of 
living beings, 
so He is 
known as The 
King who Up- 
holds The 
Country. 


The Golden Palace is situ- 
ated at the waist of the hill 
of Chen-Toe between the 
East and West of Mount 
Sumeru. The Land of the 
Heavenly King who Up- 
holds The Country is known 
as The City of Worthy Tip. 











































ann’ 
















According to the description of ‘The Sutra of Dharani 
Accumulation', The Heavenly King who upholds the 
Country wears the heavenly clothes. He holds a sword 
on this left arm which lowers downward. His right 
arm bends upwards and with palm opens to the front. 
He holds a jewelled treasure which shines brightly. 
- He appears with a form of redness and anger. 
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The silver Pal- 


ace is situ- 

The Broad Eyes 
ated at the Heavenly King or 
City of Chow- Virapaksa in San- 


Lo Good skrit dwell in the 
Views on the ee Se > silver palace. He 

. i Bos is in-charge of the 
eo ai NS $ Y sixteen Heavenly 
° Sun ‘ : Beings in the 
Sumeru. 
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west, and also the 
three Stars and 
Seven Constella- 
tions together 
with all the troops 
of the Heavenly 
Dragons. He is 
the protector of 
the west. He 
uses His pure 
Heavenly Eyes to 
contemplate and 
protect the living 
beings in 
Jambudvipa. 
That is why He is 
known as The 
Broad Eyes 
Heavenly King. 






























S72) E4 









lt was once recorded that The Board Eyes Heav- 
enly King is the Transformation body of the great 
Self-at Ease Heaven. (In Sanskrit Maheswara). 
Because there is an eye on His forehead, that is 
why he is known as The Broad Eyes Heavenly King. 
But the form appearance of Him in the Future 
generation does not include that eye. 





























The t,eavenly 
















The Palace of King of In- 
aa creasing and 
' 
the Southern plage = 
sao “ Virudh «a. He 
Ecynunike dwells n the 
City of Good lapis-razuli 
View palace. He is 
incharged of 
Chiu-pan-Tu 
and Shi-Li-To 






and all other 
spiritual troops 
In the South. 
Because this 
Heavenly King 
can help living 
beings to in- 
crease the 
growth of 
good roots, so 
He is known 
as the Heay- 
enly King of In- 
creasing and 
Growing. 
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There are different descriptions of the appearance 
of Heavenly King of Iricreasing and Growing. Some 
says that He puts his left fist above the thigh. He 
holds the sword in the right hand and sits cross- 
legged. Other says that He carries a knife in the left 
hand and 4 pestle in the right hand. Both appear- 
ances also represent the subduing of evils and mis- 
deeds and the increasing and growth of good rvots. 
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The Palace of 









* rystal is situ- 
ated at the 
Norther side of 
Mount Sumeru. The Widely 
It consists of Learned Heavenly 
three Cities, King is known as 






namely the City 
of Awesomely 
Fearful, the City 
of Heavenly Re- 
spect and the 
City of All Tak- 
ing Refuge. 


Valsravana in 
Sanskrit. He 
dwells in the Pal- 
ace of Crystal. He 
has five princes. 
They are The 
Most Victorious, 
Tu-Chien, Na- 
Cha, Constant 
View and Chan- 
Chi. He also has 
twenty-eight fol- 
lowers. He is the 
protector in the 
North. Bacause 
of blessings and 
virtues, His name 
Is widely known in 
all directions, So 
He Is known as 
The Heavenly 
King of Widely- 
Learned. Some 
devotees call Him 
The Spirit of 
Wealth or The 
Spirit of Blessing. 
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‘The form appearance of Widely Learned Heavenly King is mostly shown 
with him wearing an iron shoulder cover. He wears a hat, carries a jewel 
rod in His right hand and upholds a jewel pagoda in the left land. Ac- 
cording to the commoners, he Is the Heavenly King Na-Ta. He appears 
as the prince Na-Cha in the olden stories such as "The Election of Spiri- 
tual Officers". The Heavenly Kings who are being worshipped in most of 
the temples here imitate the description of the story "The Election of 

Spiritual Officers." 
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What have just been discussed belong to a small world of Sumeru with a sun and a moon 
A thousand of the small world systems of Sumeru with a sun and a moon is knc vn as a 
small thousand world system. A thousand of the small thousand world systems | known 
as a medium thousand world system. A thousand of the medium world systems called 
Great Thousand world system. Because the word ‘thousand! is used for three tit .es, SO 
they are called The Three Thousand Great Thousand world System. (At the beginning we 
have talked about the Saha World and all the world systems in the ten directions is one of 
the examples.) Do not talk about seeing these worlds. Just to imagine them is also incon- 
ceivably great, isn't it? . oan , 















"In a bowl of water 
there consists of 
eight million and 
four thousand bac- 
teria." 










"The water which has not been steril- 
ized consists of innumerable bacteria 
when it is observed under the micro- 
scope. Two thousand five hundred 
years ago, The Buddha had already 
told us such secrets. The Buddha is 
indeed a man of great wisdom." 
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"All living be- 
ings have 
The Buddha 
Nature, They 
can become 
Buddhas!" 


The Buddha 
sees all living 
beings as equal. 
He teaches and 
transforms ev- 
eryone without 
discriminating 
their status, po- 
sitions, or if they 
are poor, rich, 
honourable or 


The Sutra of The Past Vows of Earth Store Bodhisattva was 
spoken by The Buddha before He entered Nirvana. He went 
to the Trayastrimsa Heaven to speak this Sutra for His 
Mother, in order to repay her kindness, He also called Earth- 
Store Bodhisattva to actually come forth and spoke the 
Dharma for living beings. Only then can we truly penetrate 
the true stories of kindness, compassion and filial piety of 
The Great Vows of Earth-Store Bodhisattva through out in- 
numerable lifespans in long kalpas. 






























Nowadays, those deluded beings 
hold the misconception that the 
four elements are empty. They 
hold the wrong conceptions of 
emptiness in the Buddha's door of 
Practice and say that the disciples 
of The Buddha do not have to be 
involved in worldly affairs, neither 
do they have to respect their par- 
ents or take care of them. (These 
stories can always be found in Nov- 
els, film-shows and television 
shows, What a joke! Such 
wrong conceptions are shown 
by people who do not have 
fillal plety and they are In- 
deed the offensive follow- 

S. ers In Buddhism, 


Filial piety Is the ba- 
sic foundation and 
the most important 
teaching in the three 
Vehicles Teaching in 
Buddhism. You can 
never find a Buddha, 
Bodhisattvas and the 
great Masters who 
are irrespectful and 
unfillal to their par- 
ents, Dharma Teach- 
ers and The Triple A — 
Gems. = Saad Ga 7 






The Sutra of Past Vows of Earth Store Bodhosattva is a 
Sutra of Filial Piety in Bucdhism. $n the Sutra, not only 
does it tell us how Earth-Store Bodhisattva saved His par- 
ents in that particular life. He also treats all the living be- 
ings as his parents since innumerable kalpas so he vowed 
to save all beings who undergo acute suffering in the hell. 
He indeed practises the great filial piety in the world realm. 


pyres fei 








But presently there are many deluded people who 
treat Earth Store Bodhisattva as the Teacher of The 
Dark Realm. They say that He is the King of The 
Hells who catches people to send to hells. They will 
only pray to Him when somebody in the house has 
just passed away. If not, they will not even dare to 
mention Him, less will they go to the temple to pay 
respect and offer incense to Him. 
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You should know that Earth Store Bodhisattva with great kindness and 
compassion made the vows to save all suffering beings In the hells until 
the hells are empty. He said, "If | do not go to the hells, who else will 
go?" He also made the great vows that if the hells are not empty, he will 
not attain Buddhahood. Please read carefully, Good Men and Good 
Women. Try to remember whole heartedly that every happening, every 
Buddha will bring great benefits to you all and your relatives, either now 
or in future. These are also the aims and hopes of the editors and artists 
who help to produce this book to benefit the living beings. Now, lets go 
back to the main issue. 


To Receive The Instructions Of The Buddha 
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At that time, the division bodies of Earth Store 
Bodhisattva came and assembled in the Palace of The 
Trayastrimsa Heaven from hundreds of thousands of 
millions of billions of immeasurable, different Worlds and 
Hells. Together with Him are innumerable number of 
great assemblies who brought fragrant flowers to make 


offerings to The Buddha. 
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The immeasur- 
able assemblies 
who followed 
The Bodhisattva 
have already 
certified to frui- 
tion. With a 
heart full of joy, 
they gazed at 
The Thus Come 
One, and their 
eyes never left 
him for a mo- 





indeed! 
Good 
Indeed!" 
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At that time, 
The Buddha 






emitted bright 

illuminations 

} : from His 
PO a body, 
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Earth _— Store [SS 
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"| teach and transform the obsti- 
nate living beings in the evil worlds 
of the Five Turbidities, so that they 
will be able to subdue their stub- 
born and feeble nature, to renounce 
the deviant and retum to the proper. 


"For those who. are of keen roots, | will teach \ 


them dharma so that they will belleve and ac- 
cept with faith. For those who have plenty of 
good roots, | energetically exhort them to ac- 
complishment. For those who have darken dull 
roots, | will be very patient and take a long time 
to transform them so that they will return to the 
Proper Path. But stil] there are also those who 
are heavy in karmic obstruction, who cannot 
bring forth the Bodhi Mind." 


"So, | will appear 
in division bod- 
les to cross over 
and ___ liberate 
these manitold 
kinds of living 
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With the arising of a false thought, living beings for 


long kalpas undergo rebirths like the number of dust 
mote, revolving on the six paths. They will be born 
either as Heavenly beings, humans, Asuras, hungry 
ghosts and hell beings without any respite, just as 
though they are turning on a wheel. These are all 
caused by delusions which create all kinds of karmas 
and obstructions. So they have to revolve in the 
wheel of suffering. This is what we call the rebirths 
on the six paths. 


living beings are very unstable. Sud- 
denly they may create evil deeds, while 
at other times they will practise good 
deeds. And according to their differ- 
ent actions they have to undergo the 








“At times, they might <Z "Just like the fish that 
jumped out of the net. ZB swim in the net, they feel 
But in an instant, they that they are flowing in the 
again fall into the net." 


"If they were to fall into the hells or other 


evil paths, to experience acute suffering, thinking of this type of be- 


t . ings. And there are those 
you should remember my present atten living beings who have not 


tive and diligent instructions to you, in Bets SOS : yet been subdued, they will 


the Place of Trayastrimsa Heaven ....... ae ay wd undergo the retribution ac- 
> cording to their former evil 
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"| hope that all living beings In the World 
of Affliction, till the time of the appearance 
of Maitreya in the world,. will be able to 
obtain liberation and forever be apart from 


all kinds of sufferings. | will only be at 
ease if they encounter The Buddhas, and 
receive the prediction of Buddhahood." 



























indeed! 


Bodhisattva ad- 
dressed The Bud- 
dha for three times 
to clearly state his 
brave intention to 
undertake the task 
of crossing over liv- 
ing beings. 
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. t because of the spiritual strength 
of ae reat kindness and compassion of 
The Buddha, | will rbot beable to jest 
myself at ease and accumulate the Saar 
and virtues of benefitting them, So! w 

always be whole heartedly mind 
instructions given by The Buddh 


fulof the 


Good phy 
indeed!" 


Earth Store 






“World Honoured One, through long kalpas, | have re- 
celved The Buddha's guidance. Depending on the 
Buddha's spiritual penetration, the strength of Dharma, 
and His Great Wisdom, | am able to manifest division bod- 
les that fill up as many worlds as there are grains of sand 
In hundreds of thousands of ten thousands of millions of 
Ganges Rivers. In each of these worlds, | transform my- 
self into different bodies, to save and relieve all suffering 
beings, to cause them to tal ge, to pay respect and 
have faith in the Triple J and to eternally be liber- 
ated from the seas of birth and death, and reach the shore 
of Nirvana." 

























































"| only hope 
that The World 
Honoured One will 
not be troubled over 
the Evil Karma of 
future Ilving be- 
Ings." 


that The World 
Honoured One will 
not be troubled over 
the Evil Karma of 
future living be- 
Ings." 
















“| only hope that 
The World 
Honoured One 
will not be 
troubled over the 
Evil Karma of fu- 
ture living be- 
ings." 









World Honoured One, from Kalpas long ago, 
Earth Store Bodhisattva had made such 
great vows, but why is He still unable to 
finish crossing. over the living beings? 
Besides, His oath is indeed broad and great. 
| only hope that the World Honoured One 
will propound such Dharma to me." 


By At that time, The 
Four Heavenly Kings 
stood up from their 
seats, placed the 
palms together re- 


efit of all living beings, | will tell you all, the God, spectfully to ask The 


people and living beings in the present assembly 
and future generations about the crossing over 
of living beings in the ten directions by Earth Store 
Bodhisattva. And how he, in the World of Afflic- 
tion, use the kindness and compassion to save 
the offenders from the path of birth and 
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/ out of kindness and compassion, He pit- 
ies the living beings who have undergone 
sufferings. In uncountable kalpas in fu- 
ture, their evil karma will grow continu- 
ally like the uncut vines. That is why the 
Hells are constantly full with offenders. 
That is why He has to make and renew 

his great vows." 


"From kalpas long ago until 
now, Earth Store Bodhisattva 
has crossed over innumerable 
and immeasurable living be- 
ings. But until now, He is still 
trying to fulfill His Vows. 
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This is the reason why, in the World of 
Affliction, Earth Store Bodhisattva has to 
teach and transform living beings by us- 
ing hundreds of thousands of millions of 
billions of expedient skills in means, so 
that they will be free from the suffering 
in the Hells, That is how when He.,......... 
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"If He meets with 
those who take lives, 
He will advise them 
not to do so and sald 
that such activity will 
bring calamity from 
the past. In future, 
they will have to un- 
dergo the retribution 
of a short lifespan." 


"The body of 
H the fish Is al- 
ready cooked, 
but the head is 
still alive. This 
is a special 
course In our 
restaurant." 

















“Hm! Hm! 
Where did 
you put your 






He advises the 
petty thieves 
and robbers 
not to steal. 
Otherwise 
they will re- 
celve the retri- 
bution of pov- 
erty and acute 
suffering." 















"If He meets those who 
practise sexual miscon- 
duct, He speaks for them 
the retribution of being 
born as peacocks, pi- 
geons and mandarin 
ducks and drakes in fu- 
ture." (The peacock does 
not love the original mate, 
while the female pigeon is 
more powerful than the 
male, The Mandarin ducks 
and drakes never want to 
be apart even for a sec- 
ond, These are the prac- 
tice of sexual misconduct 
among birds.) 
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"He tells 
those who 
practise foul 
mouth and 
harsh speech 
about the ret- 
ribution§ of 
fighting and 
arguing in the 
court with the 
next-of-kin." 





"Go! Gol! Let 

the car knock 
you down!" 

»\ 




















"If He meets with 
the slanderers, 
He will speak 
and advise them 
of the retribution 
of being mute or 






"If He meets 
those who 
are angry 
and hateful, 
He speaks 
of the retri- 
bution of be- 
Ing ugly and 
crippled." 






"Oh dear! A piece 
of card cost ten 
ringgit! Too expen- 
sive!" 












SS not bother 
her! Let's go 
quickly. The 
Party of Kindness 
and Compassion 
will start soon," 


If He meets those 
who are stingy and 
greedy, He will ad- 
vise them thiat in 
future they will re- 
ceive the retribu- 
tlon of frustrated 
desire in whatever 
undertaking." 














"This course con- 
sists of the paws 
of a bear." 


‘ "If He meets 
gluttons, and jf 
those who waste hil 
food, He tells 
them that they 
will undergo the 
retribution of see 
hunger, thirst P-é 
and throat sick- 
nesses in fu- 














"If He meets 
8 those who en- 
joy hunting, He 
speaks to them 
the future retri- 
bution of a 
frightening in- 
@ sanity and di- 

sastrous fate." 
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"Want to eat 
rice? Go and 
earn your own 


“People who rebel 
against their parents 
are not accepted by 
Heaven and Earth! In 
future they will re- 
celve the retribution 
of being killed in 
natural disasters, 
For example, they 
will be hit by the 
thunder, drowned in 
the water or buried 
alive In hill-slides," 


































"He advises those 
who set fire to 
mountains and for- # 
ests of the f, 
retribuiton of com- 
mitting suicide in a 
confused and in- 
sane state of mind." 
(Because there are 
uncountable anl- 
mals, Insects and 
other life-forms In 
the mountain and 
forest. So they will 
die in a state of woel) 


"What a dis- 
obedientidiot!" <, 






"If he meets ma- 
liclous step-par- 
ent who beat up 
the step-chil- 
dren, he will ad- 
vise them that in 
future, they will 
be born as their 
children and re- 
ceive the same 
retribution." 






Ps 
"Mother! 






Mother!’ 

















"Some people use 
the nets to catch 
fish, birds, while 
others steal the 
eggs. They sepa- 
rate family mem- 
bers, Later they 
Wa too will suffer the 
retribution of being 
separated from 
thelr own children." 
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ml "Cell Who wants \ 


to read this type 





"If He meets 
those who slan- 
der the Triple 
Jewels, He will | 
advise them [—- 
that they Will re- jamezs 
ceive the retri- 
butjon of being ff 
blind, deaf and [| 
mute in future." 
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"They are practising three 
steps with an obeisance to 
pay respect to The Bud- 


"If He meets 
those who slight 
The Buddha 
Dharma and look 
down on and 
bully the Bud- 
dhists, He will tell 
them that they will 
receive the retri- 
bution of dwelling 
in the evil paths 
forever." 
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"If He meets those 
Wp who destroy and 
es misuse the posses- 
fae sions of the left home 
Alm people, He will tell 
them that they will 
receive the retribu- 
ton of revolving in 
the Hells for Billions 
of millions of kalpas. 
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"These veg- 
etables are 
planted for our 
own consump- 
tlon In the 





















"Wall A 
cheat for 
food and 
drinks." 





"If He meets 
those who defile 
the Pure Conduct 
of others and 
falsely accuse 
the Sangha, He 
will tell them that 
In future they will 
receive the retri- 
bution of being 
born as animals." 














"If he meets 
those who use 
hot water to boll 
the animals 
allve, who be- 
head and chop 
up the heads 
L4| and legs of the 
@ animals, they will 
} receive the retri- 
bution of repay- 
ment of the 
same kind." 




















If He meets those 
who violate the 
precepts and 
regulations of 
pure eating, He 
will advise them 
that they will re- 
ceive the retribu- 
tlon of being born 
as birds and 
beasts to suffer 
hunger and thirst 
In future. 





"Come on, let us eat 
the roast beef! Hil 
lf we do not say, 























"Tomorrow we are 
going to Invite 
guests! All the cups 
must be changed!" 


"If He meets those 
who have no prin- 
ciples in using 
things, who de- 
stroy useful 
things, who are 
wasteful and do 
not value money, 
then He will speak 
to them the retri- 
butlon of never 
obtaining what 
they seek and de- 
sire In the future!" 





©"! am rich and with 
High Position! You all 
should listen to me!" 


"If He meets 
those who 
are arrogant 
and haughty 
He tells them 
that they will 
receive the 
retribution of 
being servile 
and of low 
status." 


"Ohl 
Really?" 
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"| heard old Chang said that 
that man accused your wife 
of committing sexual 
miscouduct with other man." 


















"If He meets 
those who prac- 
tise double- 
tongue speech, 
and cause dis- 
sension and dis- 
cord among 
people, then He 
tells them the ret- 
ribution of 
tonguelessness 
and constantly 
being scolded by 







"Please buy the votes! 
After winning the elec- 
tion, you can earn the 


"If He meets 
those of devi- 
ant views, He 
will tell them 
that they will re- 
ceive the retri- 
bution of rebirth 
at the frontier 
regions." 


The living beings in Jambudvipa cre- 
ate habitual evil deeds of body, 
mouth and mind and they have to 
undergo hundreds of thousands of 
different retribution. The evil karma 
of living beings will bring corres 
pondent responses. Earth Store 
Bodhisattva teaches and transforms 
them according to their nature in dif- 
ferent division bodies. He saves the 
offenders by using hundreds of thou- 
sands of millions times of expedient 
skills in means. The above examples 
are only a general descriptions. 
















YA those offenders must first 
undergo such retribution. Af- 
ter that they will again fall into 
the hells. Even after hundreds 
of thousands of Kalpas, they 
will still be unable to leave." 

















“You all should protect 
the people and the 
countries. Do not let 
the living beings be- 
come confused over 
such evil karmic deeds. 







"We will always 
follow your In- 
structions and 
teachings." 












Indeed!" 
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The Four Heavenly Kings are sorry to hear of the continual evil karma of living beings. They cried 
tearfully. (In Taoism, the four Heavenly Kings are the protectors of the Four Heavenly Gates. In 
Buddhism, they are the Heavenly Gods who protect and uphold the Buddha Dharma. The Four 
layers of Heaven where they dwell on are the nearest to the Human Realm. At anytime they are able 
to contemplate the good and bad deeds of the people in the Human Realm. They also have the 
responsibility to protect living beings. That is why they are being worshipped in most temples. 
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CROSSING OVER LIVING BEINGS - ‘THE BENEFITS FOR 
THE LIVING AND THE DEAD ONES.’ 












~ ‘NMI; 





on iP 

¥ "After my extinction, all of you Bodhisattvas y 
and Great Beings, the heavenly spirits, the “Today, you all gather here and lis- 
Gods and Dragons, the ghost spirits and oth- | ten to my praise of Earth Store 
ers should extensively use all expendient skills Bodhisattva Mahasattva, who with 









in means to protect The Sutra of Past Vows of kindness and phan rescue 
Earth Store Bodhisattva, to pervasively cross ) tes ae Psd sp In i 
over living beings, so that they will be certified ata 


festing great, inconceivable and 


to the bliss of Nirvana." (Free from birth and # awesome spiritual power." 


death, a kind of blissful quietude.) 





The Buddha's Body emitted a brilliant 
light, illuminating the whole Buddha 
Realm: also pronounced a great sound 
that is heard by the Bodhisattvas, Drag- 
.ons, Spirits and others. 


“Today, | heard the World ee "World 
Honoured One praise os 
Earth Store Bodhisattva Honoured 
who has such great, in- 
conceivable and awe- : One!" 
some strength and also he 
is replete with spiritul pen- 
etration, blessings and 


Bodhisattva Is 
known as Univer- 
sal Expansive 
. Bodhisattva. (Univer- 
sal means the wis- 
dom from the mind 
ground which perva- 


sively fills up the ) 

Dharma Realm. Ex- 

anne ae \) | "| beg the World Honoured 

tices of Bodhisattva { Haw One, for the sake of eh . 

wee) ey big hia cee roctarn hori 
Store Bodhisattva benefits the 
heavenly beings and human beings 
and the affairs of cause and effect. 
By doing so, the Gods, Dragons and 
the Eight-fold Division, the future liv- 
ing beings will be able to receive and 
accept The Buddha Dharma. 


space.) (Kt 


"Good indeed! Uni- 
versal Expansive 
Bodhisattva! Do listen 
carefully, | will now tell you 
all generally how Earth 
Store Bodhisattva with His 
blessings and virtues will 
bring benefit to the people 
and Gods." 
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Re fe ey 


If there are any good men, good women who 
draw and colour the image of Earth Store 
Bodhisattva, or use gold, silver, copper and 
iron, wood, stone or rubber to paint and mould 
the image of the Bodhisattva, and then gaze 
respectfully at Him, make obeisancé*to Him, 
such people will get rebirths in the Heaven of 
Thirty Three for one hundred times. They will 
never fall into the Evil Paths eternally. If the 
enjoyment of Heavenly blessings becomes 
exhausted, they will be born as kings, respect- 
able people and never will they lose the great 
benefit." 
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j In the future, if there are any good men 
and good woman who after hearing the 
name of Earth Store Bodhisattva 
Mahasattva, place their palms respect- 
fully together, or praise His great, kind 
and compassionate vows of filial piety 
in rescuing living being in unending 
Kalpas, make obeisance to Him, gaze 
in respect at Him, widely proclaim about 
His deeds, they will over come thirty 
kalpas of offences. 


> 





"If there is a woman who detests the body 
of a woman, who whole heartedly makes 
offerings to the image of Earth Store 
Bodhisattva, or moulds the image’ of ‘Earth 
Store Bodhisattva, continually she uses 
flowers, Incense and lamps, food and 
drinks, clothing, money and jewels, with 
different kinds of ornaments, or hangs the 
banners and flags and other as-offerings, 
then after the present reward body is over, 
such a good woman will never be born into 
the worlds where there are women through 
hundreds of thousands of millions of 
kalpas." 







































= > “Except for those good woman, 
7 who with her kindness and 
compassion, vows to be born 
as a woman again in order to 
cross over living beings. Then 
with the strength of making of- 
ferings to Earth-Store 
Bodhisattva, and the strength 
of merits and virtues, will be 
able to cross over living be- 
ings." (For example, The Lady 


Maya, she is the Mother of a 
A retend Buddhas.) J 
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If the ugly woman does so 
detest the body of a woman, 
then she in hundreds of thou- 
sands of millions of billions of 
rebirths, will be born as the 
princess of the King or the 
daughter of a wealthy man, 
with proper, full and well 
formed features and counte- 
nance. 


If there Is a woman'‘who dislikes her- 
self for being ugly and prone to sick- 
ness, is ‘able to gaze and make obei- 
sance before the image of Earth 
Store Bodhisattva, for just as long 
as the time for a single meal, such a 
person will always receive a body 
with perfect features and full coun- 
tenance. She will be loved and re- 
spected by all." 





People like these, even after 
the extinction of a thousand Bud- 
dhas in the Worthy Kalpas, will still 
be in the Avici Hell to undergo the 
retribution of slandering. They will 
receive acute sufferings for their of- 
fences, After undergoing the retri- 
bution for kalpas, they will obtain 
the retribution of being born in the 
path of hungry ghost. And after a 
thousand kalpas, they will be born 
in the animal realm to experience 
the retribution." (In the Worthy 
Kalpas, there are a thousand Bud- 
dhas who come to our world. 
SkayaMuni Buddha is the fourth 
Buddha. There are still nine hun- 
dred and ninety six Buddhas. The 
time for everyone of them to come 
to the World and to go to Nirvanais 
unthinkable, not to mention count- 
ing itl) 


But in the future world, if there are evil people, 
evil spirits, evil ghosts, who upon seeing the 
good man and good women take refuge with 
Earth Store Bodhisattva respectfully, make of- 
ferings to Him, praise Him, behold and bow to 
Him; ridicule and malign the above acts of wor- 
ship as profitiess; or laugh at them, with their 
teeth showing, or condemn the practices be- 
hind the cultivator, or exhort others to do the 
same evil deeds, until if they produce in 
them just one thought of slandering 


“That's right. Earth * 


Store Bodhisattva Is 
in the Dark Realm. 
Aren't you all afraid to 
be caught by Him to 
go down to Hells?" 


P “Cell What. 


are the mer- 
Its and vir- 
tues for do- 
Ing 80? 
What benefit 
can you 
get?" 
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The causes and effects of good and bad deeds are 
ultimately opposite, The good men take refuge sin- 
cerely, with respect. The evil men will say there is no 
merit and virtue, The good men make offerings whole- 
heartedly, praise, mould or draw the image, make obei- 
sance to images, while the evil men say these are with- 
out benefit. At times, they even laugh with teeth show- 
ing and slander or speak evilly. The good men in every 
thought hope to advise people to do good deeds, while 
the evil men will seduce people to do evil deeds, Hu- 
mans are like that, and so are the good and bad deeds 
of the spirits and ghosts. Great calamity arises from a 
single thought. The arising of an evil thought will cause 
one to fall down and never to gain freedom for millions 
of life-time. So how can we not be careful? 


"Moreover, Universal Ex- 
pansive! If in the future, 
there are men or women 
who are bedridden for a 
long time, unable to live or 
dle, At night, they will have 
bad dreams continuously 
. 


1S 





"Oh! Wah! 


| Niche 
please!" 5 is 
4d 
£ 


"What hap- 
pened? Did 
you have bad 
dreams again?" 





"Every night when | close my 
eyes, immediately | will start 
dreaming. | dream of those 
dead ones, the Black Moun- 
tain Old Hells, or the evil 
ghosts who chase after me! | 
could never have a good rest. 

















"Then you 
should 
not have 
too much 
false 
thinking!" 
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"Don't say y "What a terrible 
like — this, sickness! | seek 

' to die but In vain! 
please! It's But | can't live el- 
still early. Do ther, What am | 


take a nap!' doing here? Oh! 
=" Oh, It's suffering!" 


Y "Wahl They are 
here! They are here! 
They always come 


A 





"Chip! Chip!" 





"Yes! Mr. Chen and 
Mr. Ha. It Is good 
for you to take fresh 
air here!" 






"It Is good for both 
of you to take a 
walk here!" 













"Yes! This is because | pray and 
be mindful of Earth Store Sutra. 
{can eat and sleep. | do not have 
any worries, That is why | always 
feel so good!" 


fresh and healthy. You 
look different from the 
time we first move In." 











"That's night. It's all } 
up to you to believe 
itor not. Yes, how 
about if | give you 
some suggestion?" 


"Oh! Re- 
ally. Is it 
that good?" 


“I see that you will become a father soon. 
Before your wife has given birth, if you 
are able to recite the Earth Store Sutra or 
be mindful of the Name of Earth Store 
Bodhisattva for ten thousandis times ......." your sug- 


gestion?” 


"Then, the new born baby, either male or 
female will be born smoothly. The child 
will be happy, calm and easily raised. All 
the disastrous retribution, calamities will be 
eradicated and he will obtain liberation 
Besides he will increase in lifespan and wis 
dom. 













“Oh, Yes! My wife Is always full of worries 
and doubts. She is afraid of hereditary dis- 
eases, deformed babies, and other 
changes. Besides she is afraid to meet evil 
things and dislikes to take medicines, She 
\s also afraid of difficulty in giving birth. She 
is afraid of everything. As you have just told 
me about the Sutra, | am willing to recite it. 
Besides | do not have to pay any money or 
strength ..... It will also bring 80 much ben- 
efit! How can | refuse to practise It?" 












"Yes, there are 
three Names 
For the Sutra." 


\ 
“Thank youl "If so, | will 
Is it known | 
as the Earth give you a 
Store Sutra." 
Sutra?" 








“So, this Sutra is known as 'The 
Sutra of Past Vows of Earth Store’, or 
‘The Sutra of the Past Practices of Earth 
Store', or 'The Sutra of the Past Oath of 
Earth Store’. Now we call it The Sutra of 
The Past Vows of Earth Store 
Bodhisattva." 





“Because Earth Store 
Badhisattva from kalpas 
long ago till now has 
made great and deep 
vows for our benefits.” 











“Really pitiful. For he is un- 
able to seek to be cured, “Mr. Ha, you said 
neither could he seek death. that this Sutra is so 


Can you also teach them to good. My relative 
recite this Sutra?" Ong Seng Is living at 
the Lane number 
twelve behind my 
house. He has been 
sick for quite some 
time. After seeing 
many doctors, there 
Is still no Improve- 


(me Tan. | will first go to see 

“Thank you Mr. Ong. After that | will send 
the Sutra of The Past Vows 

per ah 38 of Earth Store Bodhisattva to 


trouble." your house." 


"Uncle Ha Is 
a Good Elder 
in this area." 


a2 dae, |6.2; 





"The house in front is his 
house. The youth in front 
youbusy?" | of the hosue is his son 


"David, are 


"Aiyo! Please do not ¥f "My father is still 
kill. | will explain to 4)! sick. So mother 
your mother." : asks me_ to 
slaughter a 
chicken to pray 
tomorrow. We 
will ask the spirit 
to protect father 
\ so that he will get 

= well soon." 


"Thank you. 1) "Where is your 

is in- mother? We are 

Mum is in iy coming to see your 
i father." 


pant r( 
Z 


RS 
3 
Pu ee 











"He is like this. Atev- 
ery interval, he will 
wake up. Then he will 
fall asleep. Some- 
times he will scream." 





"Don't call him. Let \ "Ong Seng, Ong 
him sleep. Let's sit in Seng. Some- 
the hall for a : one is here to 


(“Thank you. f "Sister. This is our neighbour : 
Thanks for by ; Mr. Ha. | purposely invite him 
coming to see ; ri to give instructions on the prob- 


him Please : 
, pep lems of our cousi ‘ 
wide. E if in brother. 


| 
i 
4 
a 


al 
i 
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"Yes! We have sent him to see many doc- 
tors, He too has taken lots of medicine, But 
he still can't sleep well, nor can he eat. It has 
been such a long time since he first fell sick. | 

am really worried and don't know what to do," 


"When a man is seriously sick, or be- 
fore and after birth and death, we 
should never slaughter chickens or 
ducks to pray to the ghost spirits. By 
doing so, it will attract the Huang- 
Liang Ghost and extra offences of kill- 
ing will be added to the sick man." 


"We should take care of 
each other as we are 
neighbours. Indeed, I'm 
really worried to see his 
present condition." 


“Sister, If you don't mind, | want 
to tell you what | know. In the 
case of your husband, there are 
things which should be observed 
when he is alive and after he has 
passed away. | hope you do not 
mind my straight-forward 
speech." 


Ha. Tell me 
what to do. 
Don't be wor- 
ried," 


és 


SS) 


Ree 








“I, on behalf of the sickman, 
so and so, will renounce the 
following things or proper- 
ties as offerings and to re- 
lleve the poors who are in 
need of help." 


Ae StS 
‘cemeamtpnescaceaintey cial! 


"If the sick man is not supposed to die, but the 
next of kin have created the karma of killing, then 
the sickman will be unable to recover, If there 
are those who cultivate good karma and are sup- 
posed to go to the human or heavenly realms, 
but after his death, the family slaughtered the liv- 
Ing beings, then evil karma will be added to the 
dead ones, He will then revolve in the evil paths 
for many more kalpas, After that only can he be 
born In the good dwelling." 


"When a manis sick but the doc- ; 


tor cannot find out the cause of 
his sickness, and neither will he 
recover from his sickness, then 
we should take the things which 
are loved by the sick man, his 
Ornaments of clothings, jewels, 
lands and orchards, houses and 
others, go before The Buddha, 
and say aloud: 


Besides, we should chant the Sutra and be mindful of The 
Buddha, we should recite the Name of Earth Store Bodhisattva 


for ten thousand times, 
able to be mindful of The Buddha, then It will be much better," 





If the patient can still speak, and Is 


Wa) 


i 


S 


} 


But if he is supposed to die, or will die | "So, I ient i 

ie, fil 0, if the patient is not 
soon, then we should recite aloud, so ; Dd ovcent die, he will 
that the patient can hear clearly before ‘qd recover from his sick- 


he passes away. With such good con- 
ditions, the dead one with or without of- 
fences, will be liberated from the evil 


"Either men or women, before they pass away, their senses 
and consciousness are not clear and are unable to differentiate 
between good or bad. Then there are always those hundreds 
of thousands of ghosts and spirits from the evil paths who trans- 
form themselves into their parents, relatives to welcome the 
dead man and lead him to the evil paths. (The soul of a dead 


man is just like a child who is easily enticed by the ghost spir- 
its.) So, the next of kin and relatives should make great offer- 
ings, to light the oil lamps, to chant the Sutra and recite the 
Name of The Buddha so as to cross over the dead relatives." 


The Sutra of The 
Vows of Earth 
Store Bodhisattva 
also stated : 








“If aman has fallen sick for a long time, then we should 
recite The Sutra of The Past Vows of Earth Store 
Bodhisattva for seven times, or we can also recite 
“Na Mwo Ti-Chang-Wang-Pu Sa" for ten thousand 
times, in order to eradicate the obstructions of evil 
deeds. If he is not supposed to die, then he will soon 
recover," 


If he is a Buddhist and is mindful of the 
name of The Buddha, then at his death bed, 
we should help him to recite the name of 
The Buddha, “Na Mwo Amitabha Buddha", 
or to recite the Sutra of Amitabha, to seek 
the help of Amitabha Buddha to lead the 
dead to be reborn in the Land of Ultimate 
Bliss. It is a land without any trace of suf- 
fering. 


"My goodness! | did not know 
there is so much to learn about 
death. Then what Sutra should 
we recite and which Buddha 
should we be mindful of?" 


But if his lifespan is coming to an end, 
then Earth Store Bodhisattva will re- 
ceive and lead him to be born in 
the Heaven to enjoy wonderful 





Pa "Good! | now will recite the Sutra of 
The Past Vows of Earth Store 
Bodhisattva for my father. And | will 
also be mindful of the name of Earth 
Store Bodhisattva, After my father 
has recovered from his illness, | will 


"Thank 
you, Uncle 


"Moreover, The Sutra 
of The Past Vows of 
Earth Store 
Bodhisattva also 
teaches us an impor- 
tant matter." 


"Hm! 


"There Is another Sutra which is 
known as 'The Vajra Prajna Paramita 
Sutra', It helps us to open our in- 
herent wisdom and is a good sutra 
to eradicate our afflictions, Every- 
one can recite it. If you want to re- 
cite, then you will soon become in- 
telligent and replete with wisdom! If 
you always recite, then you can get 
inconceivable effects!" 


You are a good boy with fil- 


ial piety, | really appreciate that, | 


wi 


ll give you the two Sutras, Let 

US Create good affinity with 
The Buddha!" 

— 








THE BENEFIT OF MAKING OFFERING TO EARTH 


3. 


~~ “If you are able to build a shrine “ 
for the image of Earth Store 
Bodhisattva, which is either made of 
gold, silver, copper, iron or wood and 
stone, in a clean clearing at the 
Southern part of our house, and of- 
fer Him incense everyday, or gaze 
at Him, make obeisance to Him 
and praise Him daily 


Then the houses 
§ around this will 
receive: ten 
kinds of ben- 


"What are 
the ten 
kinds of 
benefits?" 
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“The first benefit 
"The second ‘W is that the lands 
is that the will be fertile, 


families and ' 
Es ; with abundant 
" es will al- 
The third is that hesldecot grains and trees. 


their deceased Ways 7° 08 
happy and 


“The fourth is that ancestors will peaceful." 
those who are be born in the 

Still alive will re- Heavens." 

ceive an increase 

in blessings and 


"The fifth is 

that they will 

obtain what- "The sixth is 

ever they wish that they will 

for." not encoun- 
ter the di- 
saster of wa- 
ter and fire." 


"The seventh is that 
they will not face di- 
sasters, and calami- 
ties. These obstruc- 
tions are all exting 


“The ninth is ; , 

they will encounter that they will rly iS 

the Dharma assembly, be protected t at their 

have the chance to read by heavenly night- 

Sutras, or do donations, to spirits in com- mare will 

build The Buddha's Stupa, ing & going out 

Pagoda and Temples and of the house." 
plant all other supreme 

Causes and conditions 
of good deeds," 


LSA 


“These ten benefits are spoken 

"Who is the by the Firm and Stable Earth 
Firm and Spirit to The Buddha. He also 
Stable Earth attended the Dharma As- 
Spirit?" sembly in the Palace of 
\ Trayastrimsa Heaven." 
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Again, The Firm 
and Stable Earth 
Spirit spoke to 
The Buddha. 


“If there are any good men and good 
women who make offerings to Earth 
Store Bodhisattva, besides always 
reading the Sutra, then | will always 
use my spiritual powers and vows to 
protect them. Even to such an extent 
that they will never face disasters like 
fire, flood and theft, Neither will the big 
and small calamities and disasters, evil 
happenings befall upon them." 





| 
| The world ‘Firm and Stable' is translated from 
| Sanskrit 'Na-Ni-chu', It means that the Land is 
; 7 firm and stable which can support everything 
| and produce all things. The Firm and Stable 
Earth Spirit had already taken refuge with The 
| Buddha ever since the beginning of the great 
Earth. She cultivated to become Earth Spirit 
| even earlier than The World Honoured One. She 
| is the leader of all earth spirits. The Great 
Bodhisattvas whom she had met and made 
obeisance are innumerable in number. Accord- 
ing to her, no Bodhisattva's vows are as great 
as Earth Store Bodhisattva's. So she wants to 
help Earth Store Bodhisattva to benefit living 

beings. 





The Buddha praised 
Firm and Stable 
Earth Spirit. He said, 


"There are few spirits who can match 
your great spiritual power. Why? Be- 
cause all the Lands in Jambud vipa 
recelve your protection, All the grass, 
wood, sand, stones, padi flelds, 
hemp, bamboo, reeds, grains, rice 
and gems and all the things In the 
ground all come forth because of your 
power." 


i“ a OA 
ited an 
' Wy aon tint if 


Se” 
Ig) wy, ee “oom 
4M, Sh Rll, Trg lW 
Af,” 7 
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“Moreover, you always praise the ben- 
oficial pints of Earth Store Bodhisattva 
to the living beings, and hence your 
merits, virtues and spiritual penetration 
are already hundreds of thousand of 
times that of the ordinary Earth Spirits./~ 
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then you should use 
your vows and Spiritual 
power to protect end encour: 
age him. Never should you 
let them experience any di- 
Saster and other unwel- 
come affairs." 


“If in future there are any good 
men and good women who 
can make offerings to Earth 
Store Bodhisattva, or recite 
the Sutra and cultivate in ac- 
cordance to The Sutra of Past 
Vows of Earth Store 
Bodhisattva, .... 








“This is because such a 
man has beheld and wor- 
shipped the Image of Earth 
Store Bodhisattva, read and 
recite the Sutra of His Past 
Vows. He will naturally 
leave the sea of suffering 
and certify to the Bliss of 
Nirvana, That is why he will 
receive such protection 
from all the Sages and the 
Worthies." 


"Not only will 
you protect 
such a man, 
the retinues 
of the Heav- 
enly Beings 
will also pro- 
tect Him." 


| w)) 
Ly) (fe Ke ‘ 


4g) ort 


he 1 7 or hae 
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7 \/ “Brother Chen, | have a "All of you think of this. You can get so 


'Yes! | suggestion, How about many benefits by making offerings to Earth 

like the we building a Temple of Store Bodhisattva, then, why don't you all 
Earth Store Bodhisattva in make offerings to Him? Why don't you re- 

idea." our area? What do you cite the Sutra of The Past Vows of Earth 
think?" Store Bodhisattva? 


"That's right. | don't think 

there will be much problem. ——s W ; 

The size of the Temple can be ; = et beeen 

discussed later, according to si t : we 

our abilities." have finished building 
the Earth Store 
Bodhisattva Temple 
and made offerings to 
Him, | am sure Mr. Ong 
will soon be healthy. 
And the people in our 
area will be peaceful 
and happy." , 


“Oh! Itis so good. After we have built the temple " = 
of Earth Store Bodhisattva and made offerings to | accept ore mugs 
Him together with The Sutra of His Past Vows, all tion. My duty in this 
those who come to worship the Bodhisattva and area is to collect dona- 
hear the Sutra will obtain great blessings. They : " 
will understand the working of cause and effects." tions for the temple. 











THE BENEFIT OF RECITING THE | 
NAMES OF THE BUDDHA 




















"World Honoured One, | will 
now, for the benefit of future 
living beings proclaim a ben- 
eficial act so that they will ob- 
tain great benefit in the midst 
of life and death. Please, 
World Honoured One, do lis- 
ten to what | am going to say." 


"Good indeed, you now bring 
forth the kind and compassionate 
great vows to rescue all offensive 
living beings who are revolving in 
the six paths. You will proclaim 
for them the inconceivable 
Dharma Door of being mindful of 
The Buddha. Now it is just the 
right time." 


























"lam about to enter Nirvana. If you 
are able to accomplish your vows 
as early as possible, then | will not 
be worried about all living beings 
in the present and in future." 





“Furthermore, In the past, as many aeons 
as there are grains of sand In the Ganges 
River, a Buddha named Jewel-Nature 
Thus Come One appeared in the world. If 
@ man or woman hears the name of this 
Buddha, and in a space of a finger snap 
decides to take refuge, that person 
will never retreat from the Un- 
surpassed Path." 





Jewel means the precious stone. 
Nature is our original Nature. Jewel- 
Nature means that The Buddha 
Thus Come One Is the most pre- 
cious original nature of living beings. 





/ "In the past, numberless asamkhyeyas of \ 


kalpas ago, A Buddha named Boundless 
Body Thus Come One appeared in the 
world. If a man or woman hears this 
Buddha's Name and even temporarily 
gives rise to a thought of respect, that per- 
son will overcome the heavy offences of 
forty aeons of birth and death. How much 
more will that be if one is able to sculpt or 
paint This Buddha's Image, or praise and 
make offerings to Him. He will obtain lim- 
Itless and unbounded blessings." 
















The Boundless Body re- 
fers to The Transformation 
Buddhas who appear ac- 
cording to the roots and 
conditions of living beings. 
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Roar Thus Come One appeared in the World, Ifa 
man or woman hears this Buddha's Name and In 
a single thought takes refuge with Him, that per- 
son will encounter numberless Buddhas, who will 
tub The Crown of his or her head and bestow a 
Prediction of Enlightenment upon the Individual." 


When The Buddha attains the posi- 
tion of Unsurpassed Proper and Equal 
and Perfect Enlightenment, He will 
propound thunder-like Dharma 
Sound to a great assembly. His 
Dharma Sound resembles that of the 
Lion's roar which Is self At Ease and 
with No-fear, 
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“Furthermore, in the past, Indescribable asam . (Ln the past, A Buddha named Pad ma Vic- 
khyeyas of aeons ago, a Buddha named Lion's 















tory Thus Come One appeared In the World. 
lf a man or woman hears this Budhha's 
Name, as it passed through his or her ear 
faculty, that person will be reborn one thou- 
sand times In the Six Desire Heavens, If 
such a person is able to sincerely recite the 
Name of The Thus Come One, he will finally 
be certified to Buddhahood," 
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The meaning of the Sanskrit word 
'Padma' carries the meaning of red 

lotus flower in Mandarin. The red lotus is 
the most loved among people. It also means 
victorious. There are a thousand layers of 
petals for the Buddha's Lotus, which means 
a thousand times of to and fro. The Buddha 
Is also like the lotus which Is not defiled by 
the mud. 


“Furthermore, in the past, a Buddha 
named Vipashin appeared in the World. 
If aman or woman hears This Buddha's 
Name, that person will eternally avoid 
falling into the Evil Paths and will always 
be born among people or Gods to expe- 
rience unsurpassed, wonderful Bliss." 





Vipashin in Mandarin is “Wei Wei" or 
"Wonderful Contemplation." He is the 
nine hundred and ninety-eight Buddha 
in the past kalpas of Adornment. In the 
Adornment Kalpas, there were also one 
thousand Buddhas. 





"Furthermore, in the past, a Buddha named ‘\\ 
Krakucchanda appeared in the world, If a man 
or woman hears this Buddha's name and sin- 
cerely beholds, worships and praises Him, that 
person will become the King of The Great Brahma 
Heaven in the Assemblies of the one Thousand 
Buddhas of The Worthy Aeons, and will hence 
receive a superior prediction of Unsurpassed 
Bodhi." 













Kraku cchanda In Chinese Translation 
means “That'should Be Severed". 
When the human lifespan is about six 
million years old, The Buddha had al- 
ready appeared in the world, 
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The Dharma Nature of 
True Appearance of The 
Buddha is neither go or 
come, so he is known as 
The Jewelled Appear- 
ance. 


“Furthermore, in the Past, A Buddha named 
Jewelled Appearance Thus Come One ap- 
peared in the world. If a man or woman 
hears this Buddha's name and gives rise to 
a thought of respect, that person will be- 
fore long attain the fruit of Arhatship." 






“Furthermore, in the past, as many aeons ago as 
there are grains of sand in the Limitiess and count- 
less numbers of Ganges Rivers, a Buddha named 
Jewelled Victory appeared in the world. If a man or 
woman hears this Buddha's Name, that person will 
never fall into the Evil Paths and will always be in 
the Heaven experiencing Unsurpassed and won- 
derful Bliss. 









There are two kinds of Jewels, the worldly jewels 
and the jewels of leaving the world. But the mind- 
fulness of The Buddha can help to liberate us from 
birth and death. So The Buddha Jewel is the most 
precious in the world. So He is known as The Jew- 
elled Victory or the Jewelled Growth Buddha in the 
South. 


































When all the 
obstructive 
karmas are 
completely 
severed, the 
purity will 
naturally be 
revealed. So 
He Is known 
as The Pure 
Name, 





Wise Victory 
Buddha means 
the wisdom of 
The Buddha far 
surpasses ev- 
erything, So 
He is also 
known as "The 
Complete Wis- 





















The Mountain 
King Buddha is 
the Reward Body 
cultivated by the 
Buddha. The 
height is like the 
Great Mountain. If 
one were to be- 
hold Him with re- 
spect, he will get 
lots of blessings. 










"Furthermore, in the past, there were Buddhas 
named Pure Moon Buddha, Mountain King 
Buddha, Wise Victory Buddha, Pure Name 
King Buddha, Accomplished Wisdom Bud- 
dha, Unsurpassed Buddha, Wonderful Sound 
Buddha, Full Moon Buddha, Moon Face Bud- 
dha and other such indescribable Buddhas." 











Pure Moon, 







Pure means 
one does not 
attach even toa 
single dust 
mote but is able 
to appear ac- 
cording to the 
conditions, just 
like the reflec- 
tion of the moon 
in the water, 
He Is known as 











So 
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Full Moon 
Buddha Is 
like the full 
and com- 
plete moon 
on the fif- 
teenth day 
of the Lunar 















The Buddha's 









a 
- Face is pure, 
clear, round and 
a full. Everyone 
< feels joyful looking 
at Him. So Moon Wonderful 


sound Buddha 
means’ The 
Thus Come 
One speaks 
The Dharma 
according to 
condition. His 


Face Buddha re- 
fers to His Pure 
and Handsome 


‘ 


— ——— = round and won- 
soe derful voice can 
be heard perva- 


sively. 

















severed all delusion 
and attained ultimate 
principles of The Bud- 
dha Nature Is Unsur- 
passed. The Buddha 
Dharma Is Unsur- 
passed Dharma, After 
bringing forth true falth, 
aman will naturally ob- 
taln Unsurpassed 
Wonderful Fruition. 













Unsurpassed means 4 
extremely honourable, ‘ 
A Buddha who has 
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The Accom- 
plished Wisdom 
Buddha has ac- 
complished mer- 
its and virtues 
completely. The 
accomplishment 
of The Buddha 
Nature Is based 
on the strength of 
The Wisdom. 































“Furthermore, in the past, A Buddha named 
Great Penetration Mountain King Thus Come 
One appeared in the world. If a man or 
woman hears this Buddha's name, that per- 
son will encounter as many Buddhas as there 
are grains of sand In the Ganges, who will 
speak Dharma extensively for that person 
and he will certainly realise Bodhi." 


Penetration means to be able to illuminate 
and reflect clearly. For example, the Re- 
ward Body of The Buddha is like the won- 
derfully High Mountain. The accomplish- 
ment of such a high form is because The 
Buddha has accumulated merits and virtues 
by cultivating ten thousand practices. 


“Furthermore, limitless asamkhyeyas of 
aeons ago, A Buddha named Kashnya 
Banner Thus Come One appeared in the 
If a man or woman hears This 
Buddha's name, that person will over- 
come the offences of birth and death for 
one hundred great aeons." 






























Kashnya means the 
form of The Jewelled 
Banner Thus Come One. 
It represents the adorn- 
ment of The Buddha. 
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"World Honoured One, living beings of the present and 

future, whether Gods or humans, men or women, will 

obtain meritorious virtues by merely reciting one 

Buddha's Name. How much more will this be true if they 

recite many Names. At the time of birth and death, all 

these living beings will personally obtain great benefit, 
and will never fall into the Evil Paths." 

























"Na Mwo 


: ' Even if one person in a dy- 
Amitabha Bud- ing person's family were 
dha dim Na able to recite loudly one 
Mwo Amitabha Buddha's Name for the sake of 


2 the dying man, the karmic retri- 
= bution of the dying one will be 
totally eradicated except for the 
uninterrupted retribution re- 

sulting from the Five of- 
fences. 


i ‘s Buddha..." 






= The Five offences warranting uninterrupted 
retribution are so extremely heavy that one 
who commits them will be unable to es- 
cape retribution for myriads of aeons. If 


$ however, at the time of the offender's death, 
Z another person can recite The Buddha's 
. Name 01 his behalf, then the offender's evil 


4 ' arma can gradually be wiped away. 














"Good 
indeed! 
Good 


The Buddha emitted 
all colours of great 
rays from his summit. 
From here we can see 
that The Buddha 
showed high regards 
towards Earth Store 
Bodhisattva and Ulti- 
mate great respect to- 
wards The Sutra of 
Past Vows of Earth 
Store Bodhisattva. 


How much will 
this be true for 
living beings who 
recite those 
Names them- 
selves, The mer- 
its that they at- 
tain are limitiess 
and help to 
eradicate im- 
measurable of- 
=.\ fences, 


bb EZ—~ et 




























At that time, the 
World Honoured 
One emitted hun- 
dreds of thousands 
of tens of thousands 
of millions of great 
rays of light from the 
summit of His head, 















The Virtue of Earth Store Bodhisattva 
reaches the Realms like Ganges Sand. 







From the rays of 
Light, He pro- 
duced wonderfully 
subtle voice and 
told the God and 
Heavenly assem- 
blies, the Heavenly 
Dragons and Eight 
Fold Division, Hu- 
mans and Non- 
“\ Humans and other 
living beings. 





“Today, In the Trayastrimsa Heaven, you 
have heard my praise of Earth Store 
Bodhisattva for his beneficial deeds among 
the Heaven and Human Realms, the incon- 
celvable deeds, the deeds that 
farsurpassed commoners to enter the path 
of sagehood and the deeds to certify to the 
tenth Ground, and His deeds to ultimately 











 . reach Irreversibility from the Unsurpassed, 
SS Proper Equal Perfect Enlightenment." 











= a 5 A fae 








Honoured 
One." 







At this time, 
T h e 
Bodhisattva 
who contem- 
plates the 
sounds of the 
world arose 
from His seat 
and said, 
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“Earth Store Bodhisattva Mahasattva is replete with kind- 
ness and compassion, He shows great pity towards the 
offenders in those thousands of millions of billions of worlds. 
He transforms himself into thousands of millions of billions 
of bodies to reveal his merits and virtues and the awesome, 
in conceivable spiritual penetration power." 


and everyone of The Buddhas in the Ten 
directions together praise Earth Store 
Bodhisattva. Even if all The Buddhas of 
the past and future were to praise His 
merits and virtues, it would still be 
unable to finish describing them." 


“The Buddha has already told the great As- 
sembly to praise the beneficial acts of Earth 
Store Bodhisattva. | only hope The World 
Honoured One, for the benefit of future living 
beings, would again praise the inconceivable 
deeds of Earth Store Bodhisattva in order to 
help the Gods, Dragons and Eight Fold Divi- 
sions to bring forth faith, to behold and wor- 
ship Him, thereby obtaining blessings." 


NY 


) 
iN 





ie 


138 


"You have great affinity with 
the Saha World. If there are 


Gods, Dragons, 


men, 


women, spirits and ghosts 


d "4. they will never re- 


treat from the Unsur- 
passed Way in Bud- 
dha Dharma. Besides, 
they will always be 
born among people 
and God to enjoy won- 
derful bliss. When the 
causes and conditions 
are ripe, they will en- 
counter The Buddhas 
who will bestow a pre- 
diction of Buddhahood 
upon them." 


"Bodhisattva 
Who Con- 
templates 
The Sound of 
The World." 


and living 
beings who suf- 
fer for their of- 
fences in the six 
paths are able 
to hear your 
name, see your 
image, yearn for 
you, praise you, 





"Today, with great kindness, and compassion, 
you pity the living beings and the Gods, Drag- 
ons and the Eight fold Division. You ask ques- 
tlons on their behalf, | will proclaim for them 
the inconceivable, beneficial acts of the Earth- 
Store Bodhisattva. Please listen attentively." 


“| only hope 
the World 
Honoured 
One would 
expound to 


us. We will 
be happy to 
listen to you." 
ja me P) 
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"In the present and future 
world realms, there are those 
Gods who have finished en- 
Joying the Heavenly Bless- 
ings, will manifest the Five 
Signs of Decay. Some 
may fall into the Evil 
Paths." 


"When the signs appear, if 
the Gods, elther male or fe- 
male, are able to see the 
Image of Earth Store 
Bodhisattva, or hear His 
Name, gaze and bow to 
Him for once, these Gods 
will Increase their Heavenly 
blessings and enjoy great 
bliss. They will never fall 

Into the three Evil Paths 

to experience the 
sinful retribu- 
tlon." 
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When the small Five Signs of 
Decay appears, the Gods 
should bow and be mindful of 
Earth Store Bodhisattva, so as 
to see a change In their bless- 
ings. If they wait until the great 
Signs of Decay appear, then 
they will be too late. May be 
some will have fallen into the 
Evil Paths. So to see and be- 
hold the image, to make obel- 
sance to Him, to hear and re- 
cite the Name, will change all 
calamities into blessings. The 
roots of such practice are 
firstly, based on the awesome 
strength and great vows, and 
secondly, on the strength of 
the mind to sincerely repent all 
evil deeds, Please be careful 
about this. 


“If in the future, there are 
Good Men or Good 
Women who wish to bring 
forth the great and expen- 
sive mind of kindness and 
compassion, who wish to 
cross over living beings, 
who wish to cultivate the 
Unsurpassed Bodhi and 
who wish to leave the 
Triple Realms ....." 


( 


How much more the merits 
and virtues will be if a man is 
able to listen to the Name of 
Earth Store Bodhisattva, to 
use all kinds of incense, flow- 
ers, clothings, food and 
drinks, Jewels, necklaces to 
make offering to Him or help 
others. Such merits and vir- 
tues will be innumerable and 


There are two types of the 
Five Signs of Decay. 
They are the Great Five 
Signs Decay and the 
Small Five Signs of De- 
cay. The Small Five Signs 
of Decay are : The mouth 
will speak evilly, the light 
of the body will be dimin- 
ished and darken, the 
bathing water will be at- 
tached to the body, the 
gods become attached to 
states and are unable to 
renounce them, the body 
gets weak and the eyes 
wander, 





"All these people, when they see the image 
of Earth Store Bodhisattva, listen to His Name 
and are able to take refuge with Him, or use 
incense, flowers, clothings, jewels, food and 
drinks to make offering to Him, to behold and 
bow to Him, such good men and good women 
will swiftly accomplish their wishes and vows, 
They will have no more obstacles." 


If in the future, there are any good men 
and good women who have high regard 
for The Great vehicle Sutras and bring 
forth the inconceivable resolve to read 
and recite from memory. Even if they may 
encounter a good teacher who has taught 
them properly; but they are unable to re- 
member what they have learnt. Even af- 
ter many years and months, they are still 
unable to read and memorize The Sutras. 
Such people are heavy in their past karmic 
obstructions which have not been eradi- 


cated, That is why they are unable to read 
the Great Vehicle Sutras." 


If such a man is able to respectfully bring 
forth the original mind to tell the Bodhisattva 
of his problems, after he has heard of Earth 
Store Bodhisattva's Name, and see His Im- 
age. He should also use incense, flowers, 
clothings, food and drinks and jewels, play 
things to make offerings to The Bodhisattva 
Besides He should also offer a glass of pure 
water before the image of the Bodhisattva. 
After one day and one night, he should then 
put his palms together respectfully, facing 
the south and drink the water. Before drink- 
ing the water, he should bring forth a sincere 
and respectful mind, After drinking he must 
be careful in partaking food and never should 
he eat the five pungent plants, wine and 
meat. He should never indulge in sexual 
misconduct and false speech. Neither 
should he harm or kill others. 
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"By adhering to the 
precepts for the first 
seven days or until 
twenty-one days, such 
a good man or good 
woman will see Earth 
Store Bodhisattva In 
the dream who mani- 
fest a limitless body 
and anoint the 
crowns of their heads 


"When _ they with water," 


awaken, they 
will be endowed 
with keen intel- 
ligence. They 
will remember 
eternally The 
Sutra of Great 
Vehicle and 
never forget a 
sentence or a 
verse " 


"Na Mwo Earth 


Store Bodhisattva 

"If In the future world, there are people who do 
not have sufficient clothings and food, who are 
unable to achieve what they seek, or who fall 
sick easily, They may face lots of disasters 
and Ill-fortune, or their families are not peace- 
ful, with the relatives all separated. Or there 
are those who encounter all evil calamities and 
accidents which disturb their mind and soul, or 
there are those who have bad dreams and are 
frightened." 


“After hearing the name of Earth 
Store Bodhisattva, see His Image, 
if such people are able to be mind- 
ful of The Bodhisattva's name for a 
full ten thousand times, then all 
those evil matters will gradually dis- 
solve and they will then be calm and 
blissful. Their clothes and food will 
be abundant. Even in the dreams, 
they will still be calm and happy." 
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"If in the future world, there 
are any good men or good 
women who for the sake of liv- 
ing, duties, private affairs, and 
urgent matter, have to enter 
the mountains and forests or 
cross the seas or river, or pass 
by dangerous path 


“Such people should first recite the name 
of Earth Store Bodhisattva for ten thou- 
sands times. By doing so, the place where 
they pass by will then be protected by 
ghosts and spirits. Wherever they are, ei- 
ther walking, sitting or lying down, they will 
be protected and feel very calm and bliss- 
ful. Even the tigers, wolves, lions and other 
harmful and poisonous creatures will be ur 

able to harm them." 


“The Bodhisattva who Contemplates the 
Sounds of the World, Earth Store 
Bodhisattva has great affinities with be- 
ings in Jambudvipa. If | were to speak 
of every one of his beneficial acts to- 
wards the living beings, | am afraid even 
after hundreds of thousands of kalpas, 
| will still be unable to finish describing 


them." 








“So, Kuan Yin Pu Sa, you should 
use your spiritual power to widely 
propagate the ‘Sutra of The Past 
Vows. of Earth Store Bodhisattva, in 
the Saha World, so that all living 
beings will be calm and blissful in 
hundreds of thousands of millions 
of kalpas." 


Kuan Yin Pu Sa or the Bodhisattva who Contemplates the Sounds of the World, and Earth Store 
Bodhisattva are the two Great Beings who have great affinities and response with the living beings in 
the Saha World. Now The Buddha asks Kuan Yin Pu Sa to propagate The Sutra of Past Vows of Earth 
Store Bodhisattva." It is really a good co-operation between them. If we living beings are able to 
believe sincerely, we will have no worry for being unable to extinguish our offences, neither should we 
worry of not having any blessings." So, The Sutra of Past Vows of Earth Store Bodhisattva and the 
‘Pervasive Door' of Kuan Yin Pu Sa are the two roads that lead us from suffering to happiness. If we 
walk on these two roads, then, in the hundreds of thousands of billions kalpas in future, we will enjoy 
eternally wonderful rewards. My friends, why don't you all come to take refuge with The Triple Gem? 





w At that time, the 
World Empty Space 
Honoured AeeeED Treasury 
One!" 9 919 Bodhisattva 
h also left his 
seat and asked 
advice from the 
world 
Honoured One, 


“When | reach the 
Trayastrimsa 
Heaven, | heard The 
World Honoured 
One praising the in- 
conceivable power 
of the awesome 
spiritual penetra- 
tions of Earth Store 
Bodhisattva," 


"If in the future, any good men or 

good women, as well as Gods and 

"Good indeed! Dragons, hear this Sutra and the 

Em enaca Trea: name of Earth Store Bodhisattva, or 

pty space Tre: if they gaze at and worship His im- 

sury Bodhisattva. age, how much blessings and ben- 

Listen attentively, | efits will they obtain? Please, World 

: Honoured One, say a few words 

will describe them = about this for the sake of the living 

to you. am beings of the present and In the fu- 
> : ture," 


= 


"If in the future, there 
are any good men and 
good women who see 
the image of Earth 
Store Bodhisattva or 
read The Sutra, 
praise, behold and 
make obelsance to 
Him, such people will 
get twenty-eight types 
of benefits, 
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The fifth is their food and drinks will be 
abundant. The sixth is epidemics will not 
touch them. The seventh is that they will 
not encounter disaster of flood and fire. 
The eighth is they will not be disturbed by 
thieves or robbers. The ninth is that they 
will be respected by all who see them. The 
tenth is the spirits & ghosts will help him. 


The seventeenth is that they will attain what- 
ever they seek, The eighteenth is that their fami- 
lies will be happy. The nineteenth is that all 
disasters will be eradicated. (All kinds af acci- 
dents, disasters and calamities will be extin- 
guished.) The twentieth is that they will eter- 
hally be apart from bad Karmic paths. ( Eter- 
nally be free from the karma of three Evil Paths.) 


The first is Gods and Dragons will be 
mindful-of and protect them. The sec- 
ond is the fruits of goodness will increase 
daily. The third is they will accumulate 
superior causes of sagehood. (Take part 
in the moulding, building the image of 
The Buddha, and the building of Pagoda 
and temples.) The fourth is that they will 
not retreat from Bodhi. 


The eleventh is women will be born as men. The twelfth 
{s they will be born as daughters of Kings and Ministers. 
The thirteenth Is that they will have proper and hand- 
some features. The fourteenth is that they will be born 
In the heavens. The fifteenth is that they may become 
Kings and Emperors. The sixteenth Is that they will know 
thelr past lives (To know the happenings In the past). 













The twenty fifth is that they will be praised by the 
sages, (The Buddhas and Bodhisattvas will praise 
you). The twenty-sixth is that they will be intelligent 
and have sharp faculties. (The six roots are intelli- 
gent). The twenty-seventh is that they will have mag- 
nanimous, kind and sympathetic hearts. (A mind that 
is kind, compassionate and full of pity for others.) 
The twenty-eighth is that they will ultimately realize 
Buddhahood." 


The twenty-first is that they will always arrive at their 
destination. (They can go wherever they want to go 
without any difficulties). The twenty-second is that at 
night they will have peaceful and happy dreams.. The 
twenty-third Is that the deceased ancestors will leave 
suffering behind. (Your ancestor and relatives will leave 
the hells because of your merits and virtues.) The 
twenty-fourth is that they will receive the blessings from 
their past lives and aid their rebirth. (If the dead one 
has blessing, they will be born in the Heavens with these 
merits and virtues.) 




















“If Gods, dragons, ghosts and spirits of the present 







Loe eee or future hear Earth Store Bodhisattva's Name, 
make obeisance to His image, or base thelr culti- 
¥ &s vation according to the Past Vows of Earth Store 

i eee Bodhisattva, or praise, behold and bow to Him, 







they will obtain seven kinds of benefits. 
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“1s They will swiftly arrive at the sagely ground (They will swiftly 
arrive at the sagely ground from the positions of commoners such 
as Gods, Dragons, Ghosts and Spirits.) 2nd - Their Evil Karma will 
be eradicated. (The evil karma from every past lives will be extin- 
guished.) 3rd - All The Buddhas will protect and be near to them. 
4th - They will never retreat from Bodhi. (The Bodhi which is culti- 
vated is irreversible). 5th - Their inherent power will increase. 6th 
- They will know their past lives. (They will know of the past and 
future happenings). 7th - They will ultimately realize Buddhahood." 


Store, 
Earth Store 


After The Buddha 
has finished 
speaking the dif- 
ferent types of 
benefits, He raised 
His Golden Arm to 
rub the crown of 
Earth Store 
Bodhisattva 
Mahasattva.” 





“Your spiritual power Is inconceivable. Your kind- 
ness and compassion is also inconceivable. Your 
wisdom and eloquence are also inconceivable. Even 
if all The Buddhas of the ten directions were to pro- 
claim their praise of your inconceivable deeds, they 
could not finish in thousands of tens of thousands of 


“Earth Store, Earth Store, you must re- 
member that today, in the Trayastrimsa 
Heaven, in this great assembly of hun: 
dreds of thousands of millions of billions 
of indescribable, indescribable numbers 
of Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, Gods, Drag- 
ons, and other members of the Eight Fold 
Division, | again entrust to you The Hu: 
man, Gods and all other Beings who are 
Still in the burning abode and have not yet 
left the Triple Realm." 


“Do not allow these beings to fall into the Evil 
Paths even for a single day and night, much 
less fall into the Uninterrupted Hell of the five 
offences and the Avici Hell, where they would 
have to pass through for thousands of millions 
of billions of aeons without the chance to leave." 











“Earth Store, the beings of the World of Affliction are of 1 
irresolute will and nature, they habitlially do many evil 
deeds. Even if they resolve thelr thoughts on good- 
ness, In an instant, they will retreat from the resolve. 
And if they encounter evil conditions, in every thought 
they tend to become Increasing Involved in them. For 
this reason, | teduplicate hundreds of thousands of mil- 
lions of billions of transformation bodies to cross them 
over in accofd with their root nature," 
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“Earth Store, if in the future, there / “Earth Store, | now earnestly entrust the mul- 
are the Gods or humans who have ¥ titude of humans and Gods to you. /f in the 
fallen into the Evil Paths according future, Gods or human beings, good men and 
to their karmic retributions, or are good women, who are able to plant a few good 
on the verge of falling into those . sd 

paths, or are already at the very roots in The Buddha Dharma, be they as little 
gate of the hell, are able to recite as a strand of hair, a dust mote, a grain of 
the Name of a Buddha, or sand, or a drop of water, do use your virtue in 
Bodhisattva, or a single sentence the Way and spiritual power to protect them 
or verse of a great vehicle Sutra so that they will gradually cultivate The Un- 

. surpassed Way and do not retreat from it." 


mM 


mvs 
eo 
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"The Gods and Human Beings 
of the present and Future, Inow 
earnestly entrust to you. With 
Great spiritual and expedient 
skills-in-means, take them 
across. Never let them fall into 
the Evil Paths.” 


"Do use your spiritual 
power and expedient 
skills in means to res- 
cue and save these 
beings. You should 
display a boundless 
body to smash the 
hells and cause them 
to be bom in the heav- 
ens, to enjoy supreme 
wonderful Bliss." 


“Earth Store, 
| have averse 
for you." 
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Again The 
World 
Honoured 
One emitted 
the Great 


rays of Light 
to show His 
praise of 
Earth Store 
Bodhisattva. 


"Good 
indeed! 
Good 
indeed!" 


“World Honoured One, please do not be worried. 
In the future, if any good men and good women 
give rise to a single thought of respect towards 
The Buddha Dharma, | will use hundreds of thou- 
sands of expedient skills in means to cross them 
over so that they will swiftly be liberated from birth 
and death. How much more will that be if they are 
able to practise all good deeds whenever they have 
heard of them, to be mindful in every thought in 
their cultivation, naturally they will never retreat 
from the Unsurpassed Path." 
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At that time, the innumeraiie Suddhas, 
Great Bodhis Is. Di is and 

ose oO came 
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inconceivable. 


After giving birth to The Buddha, The Sagely Mother Lady Maya passed away and was reborn 
in the Trayastrimsa Heaven: The story in front told us how The World Honoured One Sakyamuni, 
before entering Nirvana, wanted to repay the kindness of his mother, went up to Trayastrimsa Heaven 
to teach the Dharma to His Mother. The Dharma is known as "The Sutra of Past Vows of Earth Store 
Bodhisattva." 

After reading up to here, may be there are those who still doubt the presence of Hells. They 
feel that Hells are the creation of a fable by The Buddhas in order to advise people to practise good 
deeds and to abstain from evil conduct. 

Dear friends, such people who entertain the above thoughts are really pitiful! 

In the Vajra Sutra, it is clearly stated, “Subhuti, The Thus come One is One who speaks The 
Truth, who speaks of The Actual, who speaks of what is so, who does not speak falsely, who does not 
speak of what is not so." 

We should know that The Buddha is a Man who has attained Great Awakening and Great 
Enlightenment. He will never speak of things or experience which He himself has not certified to or 
experienced. 

One will reap the Good Rewards if he practises Good Deeds, and reap the Bad Retributions if 
he practises evil deeds. The good men will go to the Heavens while the evil men will fall into Hells. 
These happenings are determined within every single thought of our mind. 





Actually, in our World of Five Turbidities, the appearance of Hells are to be found everywhere. 
But we do not pay attention to them. Take a look at those who are seriously sick but are unable to seek 
release from pain and tortures, unable to seek either birth or death, aren't these the revellation of the 
states in the Hells? Besides, in the market place, you can see how the chickens, ducks, cows, pigs, goats 
and others which are slaughtered and hung everywhere to be sold. The chests and stomach are being 
cut arid the carcasses are sold. Aren't these also the revellation of Hells? Also there are people, who for 
self-benefit, use ways and means to harm others. They steal, cheat, rob or kidnap others. Sometimes you 
can see the outbreak of riots which cause great worries and uneasiness. Aren't these Hells? Some selfish 
people only think of themselves. They are never satisfied. They complain about Heavens and blame all 
people. Their mind is full of hatred and anger. They are full of afflictions and lack peace. They are never at 
ease. Aren't these the revellation of Hells/ And also ......... 

My dear friend, just close your eyes and think for a while. The hellish appearance in this World of 
Affliction is enough to cause one to feel great pain and torture. They feel that the passing of a day is just like 
a year, Then the acute suffering in the Uninterrupted Hells is thousands of millions of billions of times that of 
the present suffering. If we are able to get the blessing of a human body, we have in fact cultivated for many 
lives and kalpas. Why don't we use our human form, also the form that is most perfect among other animals, 
to cultivate good deeds, in order to seek a future life which is endowed with more blessings and wisdom? 
Why do we not seek to be liberated from the revolving of the six paths? Please think deeply about the above 


questions. 
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The transformation bodies of Earth Store Bodhisattva appear in the worlds in ten directions. 
Besides, He makes great vows to cross over all offenders. So He is called The Great Vow Earth Store 
Bodhisattva. Together with the Great Compassionate Kuan Sze Yin Pu Sa, the great wisdom Manjushri 
Bodhisattva, The great Conduct Universal Worthy Bodhisattva, they are known as the four Great 
Bodhisattvas. 

In the four great famous mountains, there are 'Way Places’ for these Boulhisattvas who will 
respond in accordance to the wishes of the Beings. 

The mountains are the Nine Flowers Mountains, The Pu Tou Mountains, the Er-Mei Mountains 
and the Wu-Tai Mountains. 

But even though Kuan Yin Pu Sa, Manjushri Bodhisattva, Universal Worthy Bodhisattva appear 
to adorn the three Way - Places of these Mountains, they do not reveal any special Transformation Bodies. 
Only Earth-Store Bodhisattva reveals the body of a Bhikshu by the name of Earth Store in the Nine-Flowers 
Mountain to cross over living beings. 

Come, let us behold the process of how Earth Store Bodhisattva revealed himself in this Trans- 
formation Body. 
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In Tung Han, dur- 
ing the reign of 
Ming Emperor, 
The Buddha 
Dharma was 
brought into China 
from the Western 
Land. During the 
Tang Dynasty, it 
reached its climax 
and Buddha 
Dharma was 
brought to Japan 
and Korea. That 
was why at that 
time, there were 
lots of monks and 
scholars who 
cross the sea to 
China to seek the 
Buddha Dharma. 





At that time, Korea was divided into three cowri- 
tries, Shi-Lo, Kanjuli, Pai.Chi. The Rithoe of Shi- 
Lo (Kim-Chiau-Jue) brought forth the resolve to 
leave the homelife, His Dharma Name Was Bhikshu 
Earth Store, During the Reign of Tang Tai Chung, 
in the year of Cheng-Kuan Four Years (there is 
another version said that it is Tang-Kai-Ching in 
the year of Yung-Wei Four Years), He came to 
Chine to learn and practise Buddha Dharma, 





Ze, 2» Oi 
Earth Store Bhikshu had very spe- 
cial face features. He was tall and 
strong and the arms were stron- 
ger than others. When He reached 
China, He went visiting places to 
study The Buddha Dharma. 
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After a few years, 
He came to An- 
oe fq Wei Region in 
“att the Mountain of 
Nine Flowers. 












The original Name of Nine 
- Flowers Mountain was 
Nine-Son Mountain, It is 
situated in Southern 
Ching-Yang Region in the 
State of An-Wei. Itis one 
of the mountain range 
amidst the famous yellow 
Mountain Range. Be- 
cause in the Tang Dy- 
nasty, the Famous Poet 
Li-Pai once praised that 
the Nine Mountains are 
like the Flowers, so, later, 
the people started to call 
them The Nine Flowers 
Mountains, 











7 "I think | will 
‘ build a hut 
here to cultl- 
vate the Way," 


Mr, 
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ally good, 



















"This place Is re- 


faces the sun 
and the valley Is 
broad and even." 





After as- 
cending 
the Nine 
Flowers 
Moun- 
in, Earth 
~‘ore 
6 ‘kshu 
e red 
t} seep 
intain 






According to the 
records of High 
Monks In Sung 
Dynasty, Earth 
Stvre Bhikshu 
ha ancountered 
a poisonous In- 
sect while culti- 
vating the way se- 
rlously at The 
Nine Flowers 
Mountains, (May 
be a poisonous 
SNAKE 440+) 






When Earth [ag 
Store 
Bodhisattva 
WwW a Ss 
actacked by 
the poison- 
ous snake, 
He was still 
sitting Thus 
Unmoving 
and let the 
snake went 
off by itself. 


After 
that, a 
beautiful 
lady 


ap- 





"As the Sagely One has ° 
forgiven the wrong deeds 
of my son, so | will lead the 
fragrant, pure spring up for 
your usage, in order to re- 
pent on the wrong deeds, 
on my son's behalf,” 


"This small 
spring Is my of- 
fering to you, 


"The fragrant, pure 
spring is flowing 
now. | will withdraw 


"My son is very stupid. He had 


poisoned the sagely One, | am 
very uneasy and here | am to 
offer the medicine to release 
the poisons. 
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"El There 
Is also a 
man in that 
hut!" 









"Ahl |! think it must be a 
left home Bhikshu who 
is cultivating here, Let's 
go and take a look," 


"Oh dear! | have never 
thought that there is 
such a broad and even 
valley up on the moun- 
tains, 


Elder, Look! Behind the 
hut is a cave, It seems 
that somebody is sitting 
in meditation. 


Earth Store 
Bodhisattva culti- 
vated seriously in 
the mountains, 
After a few years, 
an Important man 
by the name of 
Chu Ke Chea led 
a group of friends 
and relatives to 
visit the moun- 
tains one day. 
Gradually they en- 
ter the deep 
mountain. 














' "Venerable One, may | Bu lhe “Oh! He looks like a left home 
know the Honourable bah Bhikshu who is very serious 
Name of the Venerable? i in the cultivation of the way. 
And may | Know from 5s “4 The hair is long because he 

: has not cut it for too long." 


came to cultivate here? cay a 
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where the Venerable 


fin 






"Ah! You are a 
prince from Sin-lo 
Country. Ohl May 
the Venerable forgive 
my rudeness." 


“Lam the Earth 
Store Bhikshu. 
My worldly name 
is Kim Chiau Jue. 
| am the Prince of 
Sin-Lo, | heard 
that Buddhism is 
flourishing here 










so | came here to 
learn the Way." 





“Elder, please 
come and see. 
The Master's 
pot is broken 
and it contains 
only a. few 
grains of rice." 






"And it is 
mixed with 
the white 
earth. The 
Venerable's 
life is really 
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“We have not really carried out 
our duty as the citizens of the 
country, The Master Is suffer- 
Ing greatly here, We have to 
take the responsibility," 


“All right, | will build A "Yes, 

a temple as an of- 1 

fering to the Vener- yes! It's 
"Good able Master Earth true!" 


Indeed! 
Good 
Indeed!" 
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The whole group of people de- 
scended the mountain immedi- 
ately. They planned to build a 
temple. After some enquiry, they 
found that the Nine Sons Moun- 
tains belong to a wealthy man by 
the surname Ke. So, if they want 
to build the temple, they must 
ask him to donate the land. The 
wealthy man must be a Govern- 
ment officer once as most people 
honoured Him as The Elder Wen- 
Ke, 






"The Elder-Wen Is re- 


"“Conceming the fer to a cultivator of the 


"| don't dare to 
make the decision. 
| think it's better for 
us to enquire Earth 
Store Bhikshu." 


size of the land, 
| think the Elder 
Chu-ke can 
draw and plan 
as you like,” 
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ally a generous donor, 
Your Virtuous conduct 
|s really In accord with 
what | have heard of." 


Way Is of great merits 
and virtues, | will donate 
the Land and also | will 
donate the fund for the 
building of the temple." 








"l will, x "Son, 
Let's go 
father." ’ 


"| need a piece 
of Land that 
will be covered 
fully with my 


Ht 


together." 


"Good, After listening to 
your description, | am full 
of respect for Earth-Store 
Bhikshu, Let us not delay 
anymore and go immedi- 
ately to the mountain to 
ask for instructions." 


dwelling 
place of 
Earth 
Store 
Bhikshu. 


"May | ask The Vener- 
able how big the piece 
of land should be in 
order to build a 


ra | 


fg) A 
hs ay aN 


Buddhal" 





"Donors! 


“Yes, A piece of 

Sash when fully open 

will only cover about how could it be 
ten square feet!" enough?" 
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“The Donor 
Wen, can 
you . re- 
nounce 
such a piece 
of land?" 






Flowers Moun- 
tain is covered 
by the sash!" 













“Good in- 
deed! Good 
indeed! The 
Donor Wen's 
merits and 
virtues are in- 
numerable!" 










After some time, 
the son of the Elder 
Wen-Ke also left 
the home life tofol- 


low Earth Store 
Bhikshu. His 
Dharma Name Is 
Tau Ming. He be- 
came the attendant 
to Earth Store 
Bhikshu. After that 
the Elder Wen-Ke 
also. left the 
homelife. He took 
refuge under Earth- 
Store Bhikshu. 
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After that, the Elder 
Wen-Ke became the 


£4 strong Dharma Pro- 


tector of Earth-Store 
Bhikshu, He always 
give vegetarian offer- 
Ings to one hundred 
Bhikshus, Every time 
during the offering, 
even If Earth Store 
Bhikshu is unable to 
receive the offerings, 
He will leave an 
empty seat for Him 
so as to show his re- 
spect towards Earth 
Store Bhikshu. 





nate .ne 
whole Nine- | 
Flowers 
Mountains 


erable Mas- 





After bullding the temple, many 
people came to study under 
Him, Even the poeple from Sin- 
lo country also came to pay re- 
spect and make offerings. But 
the Nine Flowers Mountain Is 
. high and deep, The transpor- 
ear Wi" : tation Is very difficult while the 
. Si PLL al Sg A f number of monks Increased 

— . day by day, When there was 
f “ 3 not enough rice, they had to 
cook rice with Kuan Yin Earth, 
(The fine white earth powder.) 
Their living was Indeed difficult 
If we Just think about It. So the 
people called the assembly 
who dwelt there to cultivate the 
path as the "Wither and dry as- 
sembly", (The Group of Ex- 
hausted Ones). 





The great assembly 
in the temple only 
wish to seek The 
Buddha Dharma. 
They left behind all 
enjoyment of 
worldly materials. 
From here we can 
see what a great in- 
fluence Earth Store 
Bhikshu had in 
leading the great 
assembly to cultl- 
vate the hard way in 


the Nine Flowers \ r-. Ya 
Mountain. EAN oe oa 7 





Earth Store Bhikshu cultivated for 
seventy-five years up in the Nine- 
Flowers Mountain, (According to the 
Records of spiritual Monk, He was 
Said to be sitting at the Head of the 
Mountain for seventy-five years.) 
Then on the thirtieth of the seventh 
Lunar Month, in the Tang Dynasty 
Kal-Yen twenty-six years, He en- 
tered Nirvana. He had a lifespan of 
ninety-nine years. According to the 
“Special Records In the Buddha's 
Door® by Venerable Master Chu- 
Win, the Bodhisattva sat in the 

vessel after entering Nir- 
vana. After three years, they open 
the earthern vessel and found that 


smooth Golden lock, 
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According to 
the Records of 
High Monks and 
the Records of 
Spiritual Monks, 
the year that He 
first came to 
China and the 
year when He 
entered Nirvana 
are different. 
But the race, 
surname, Royal 
Family and the 
age and year He 
revealed enter- 






For seventy-five years, 
Earth Store Bhikshu led 
the Way Place in Nine 
Flowers Mountains to 
cultivate the Path, with 
all difficulties. So most 
of the people have the 
intuition that he was in- 
deed the transforma- 
tion body of Earth Store 
Bodhisattva. This is His 
response in China, The 
Nine Flowers Moun- 
tains is the Way-Place 
for Earth Store 
Bodhisattva to teach in 
response to the root na- 
ture of the Chinese. As 
He entered Nirvana on 
the 30th of the seventh 
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According to the Record 





accordance to the 
Chinese Cus- 














of Spiritual Monks Biog- 
raphy, Earth Store 
Bodhisattva brought 
along a white dog which 
is by the Name “Good 
Hearing’ to cross the sea 
to China. So in most of 
the images of Earth Store 
Bodhisattva, you can see 
an Elder (The Elder Wen- 
Ke) and a youthful 
Bhikshu (Tau Ming). 
Sometimes, there is a 
white dog below His 
seat: Those who did not 
know the story said that 
the elder is the Earth 
Spirit, Tau Ming Bhikshu 
is Mandgalyayana 
Honoured One. And 
they change the doginto . 
alion. (The above pas- 

sage is based on The 

Special Rewards in the 

Buddha's Door, in the 

passage on the re- 
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Not long ago, | was at Earth Store 
Bodhisattva's hall in Lu-Gang, 
This was what | saw! All There are 
those who offer the cooked pig's 
head, chickens and fish which are 
known as the Three offering of 
wine and animals* to worship 
Earth Store Bodhisattva, Even 
though worshippers may not un- 
derstand this Oharma Door of 
Earth Store Bodhisattva, the per- 
son in-charge should at least 
Know that by using this type of 
offerings to Earth Store 
Bodhisattva is to increase their 
offences in Killing. Earth Store 
Bodhisattva is indeed very sad. 
Earth Store Bodhisattva with His 
compassion wants to cross over 
people so that they will all obtain 
what they seek, But the way to 
show respect should be correct! 
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Do sin- 
cerely and 
respect 
fully be 
mindful of 
the Name 
of Earth 
Store 


Bodhisattva. 


Let us 
recite "Na 
Mwo The 
Great Vows 
Ti Chang 
Wang Pu 
Su" or "Na 
Mwo Earth 
Store 
Bodhisattva." 


Before | finish 
writing, | 
would like to 
invite the 
readers to 
study the pic- 
ture beside 





THE FIVE BLESSINGS FOR 
PRINTING SUTRAS 
AND TEACHING THE DHARMA. 


The lecturing and teaching of Dharma, the 
printing of Sutras to give others are known 
as The giving of Dharma. The rewards of - 
blessings thus accrued from such giving 

are as follow : 


|. Toobtaina  : The Sutra teaches 
long lifespan people to abstain from 
killing. So the donors 
will obtain a long 


lifespan. 
2. Tobe : The Sutra teaches 
extremely people to abstain from 
wealthy, stealing. So, the donors 


will become rich. 


3. Toobtaina : The Sutra teaches 





properly people ways to be 
adorned form patient, calm and serene. So the donors will be born 
feature with adorned features. 

4, Tobe : The Sutra teaches us to develop good faith in 


honoured and Buddhism and to take refuge with The Triple Jewels. 
respected by So the donors will become well-known and be 


others "respected by others. 
5. Tobe : People who read the Sutra will be wise and awaken 
intelligent to their inherent wisdom. So the donors will be 


and wise endowed with wisdam. 
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AN FU SA ILLUSTRATED STORY 





